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HAT the Roman Church abounding 
with earthly Riches and Homonrs, 
[bonld, wotwithſtanding her great a 


A viſible Errors and Corrnptions, be 


eryed np by many, 4 of an heavenly Origin au 

Panty, i wot i be wandred at; ſiues Diana 
of the Epheſians, % “ but a diu aud pots 
wed ldul, was far the fame reaſons ery'd up ſo, 
by Demetrius and his Fi Cre Mew But 
the thine that is marvelous here; and at 
which $1, John in 4 Viſion of the deoenerated 
State of the Roman Church, did wonder with 
great Admiration, - is the /ecret Cords by which 
that degenerate Church holds People in her cor- 


ri Communion; who mod prefer the true 
A owledge of God, and of his Worſhip, and of 


the appointed means of Grace and Salvation, 
10 all Worldly Intereſts and Conſiderations. 


Now 
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Now having reaſon to believe this to be the 
Caſe of the generality of the Members of that 
Corrnpted Church; in compaſſion to their Sol s 
f have in the fo yy Treatiſe, en dea vonred 
to detect and lj open thrſe 4 Cet, boyd, 
fo far at my Obſervation, who lrved amo 
them man, Tears, hat enabled me 16 d, an 
which well-reant endeavors, way God bleſt fo, 
that they may de inſtrumental to the brings 
many out of the thick dar] of' Popery, into the 
marellons Light of that Holy Religion, which 
God, by his Eternal Son the Lord G Jeſus, 
has Revealed to the World, for the Salvation 
of loſt Man, and which Divine Religion, ts 
thro) God's great Merey, now Profeſſed and 
Taught in the Church of England; In whoſe 
Faith and Worſhip, all 222 that have any 
knowledge of them, are forced to confeſs, 'There 
is not any thing that is not truly Chriſtian : 
All that they do, and can condemn in Our 
Church, being her not believing and prattiſing 
ſeveral things which the Roman Church be- 
lieveth and practiſeth; and which thinss, I 
have, I think, in the foregoins Treatiſe demon- 
ſtrated to ve Novelties, unknown to an Au- 
tient and very great Weltern Church: As in 
other places I have proved them not to have 
heen knowa to the Two Antient Southern 
Churches in Malabar and Æthiopia; and by 
the latter of which Two Charches, after ſhe was 

com- 


| the Antient 
dart deny 
Halil. and II 
Ieceſſary tu Salvation, And it will puzzle the 
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compelled to know them, they were, and are to 
this day, rejected as Hay and Stabble, butlt on the 
Lfonndation / the Apoſtles aud Prophets 


Je 


TChriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stowe 

And the) . a 

e, that ny hate #6 lowe für the memory of 
/ 


Papal Champions do plainly diſee= 
22 Chaveh ; jet neue of thew 
at Church 1a bave had in bee 
li, all that Chrift had made 


Swbtile/t head in the Roman Church, to give 4 


| rollerable Reaſon, Why Dettrines. and Practices 


which were not neceſſary to Salvation in the 
Eighth Century, and which were not for that 


\ reaſon known in it to the Church, ſhould in the 


E 
N 


. Century ceme to be neceſſary to it. 
verefore, we may, I think, juitly look on the 
Romans as the neweſt and the moſt dig enerate 


| Chrittian Church in the World, until ſuch 


: 


: 


| 


time as ſhe ſhall ſhw, that there nas ſome- 
where an Antieut Church, which agrees with her 


| in thoſe Doitrines and Practices in which ſhe 
| differs ſrrm other Churches; and which I think, 
1 has been ſhewed to be the caſe of the Church of 
England, zot.cly as to the Anticat Spaniſh 


Church, but likewiſe as to the Anticut Churches 
of Malabar and Xihiopia, u all the Subſt an- 
;tals wherein the Church of England aifers 
from the Roman, And of this her Novelty 


a Degeneracy the Church of Rome ſcems 10 


* 
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be ſenſible ; fo what elſ6 but the ſenſe of that, * 
be 


could put her on 


and Practiſeth. Of which Arts and Methods 
a True, tho? I will e Full, Account, is gi- 
ven in the following Trat. 1 


uſing ſuch Anti. Chriſtian 
Arts and Methods to keep her People from 
ſearching into the truth of all that ſhe Teacheth © 


1% 
ds 


is 


g- 


4 


VIE W 


OF THE 


|METHODS by which 
| the Roman Church keeps 
| her People, c. 
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f HAT Roman Catholicls, who have ne- 
1 ver had any opportunities of being 
| rightly inform'd in the principles 
and practices, of the true Chriſtian Faith 
and Worſhip, and which is the caſe of 
molt of that Sect; ſhould hold Popery faſt, 
and be very Zcalous for it, is not at all to 
1 be wondred at: Seeing the Jews, Mahome- 
tans, and Heathens, in their ſeveral Sects, 
do the ſame; and all of them, for the ſame 
Reaſon: Which is, That it was the Religion 

| of their Fore- Father's, and the Relig ion in which 
| they 


| (2) 
they themſelves were born and bred: And 


tho? there is not any Man of Senſe and Lear- 
ning, that is not aſham'd to own that to 


be the only reaſon why he is of the Reli- 


gion he profeſſeth; becauſe if it were, his 
being of it, would be as accidental, and 
as little his own choice, as his being horn 
of ſuch Parents, and in ſuch a Country ; 
it may nevertheleſs be at the ſame time 
the ſtrongelt, if not the only, Cord Reli- 
gion holds him by: being either hinder'd 
by it, from ſeeking aſter the means of 
a true information, or ſo indiſpoſed, by 
it, as not to reap that benefit by their uſe, 
which he would have done otherwiſe ; but 
beſides the faſt hold which that prejudice 
has naturally on Mens Minds, it has ano. 
ther, and Which is a — one, from the 
common opinion the World has taken up 
concerning Converts: Which is, 74 #t is 
not Honor able for owe to change the Religion 
he was horn and bred in: And the thing that 
pave rife to, and does [till ſupport that O- 
pinion in the World, was not fo much the 
Reflection which ſuch a change carries in 
it, on their own, and their Fore-Fathers 
Wiſdom, as che bad diſpoſition which is 
commonly obſerved to be in Proſelytes; 
who having ſhaked of the belief of their 
Religion they were born and bred in, do 

Ts. © 
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too often turn Irreligious, ſo Proſelytes were 
called by the Jews, The Scab of their Religi- 
on, for their being after they had thrown off 
their old Faith, and Zealous againſt that; 
not much devoted to their new, nor to 
no other; and which is the caſe of all 
that change their Firſt Religion, not out 
of Conſcience, but for the ſake of ſome 
Worldly Advantage: And tho? this preju- 
dice is common to all SeQs of Religion, 
that are of any ſtanding in the World, it 
was never cry'd up ſo much, as to their 
own People; nor decry'd ſo much us to 
all others; as by the Church of Rome: 
which makes great uſe of it to keep her 
own Sheep within her Fold, but at the 
ſame time expoſeth it in all others, as Ir- 
rational and Brutal; as in Truth it is: 
However, that Politick Church being ſen» 
ſible that this prejudice, tho? it is ſtrong, 
may be attacked ſo, as to be removed; 
and eſpecially in ſuch a Caſe as hers is; ſhe 
has therefore taken great Care to wall it 
about, and both to (top, aud fortify all 
the Avenues, by which it can be approach» 
ed: And this ſhe has done 

Firſt, By [topping all the ways by which 
the Knowledge of her Errors and Corrup- 
tions, can pollibly get to her People: 


F Seeondly; 
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Secondly, By miſrepreſenting all other 


Thirdly, By uſing an extream violence. 

Laſtly, and chiefly, By that abſolute 
bondage of Thought under which ſhe keeps 
her Sheep. | | 

As to the ways by which the knowledge 
of her Errors and Corruptions may come 
at any that believe them ; not one of them 
has eſcaped her diligence and watchfulneſs, 
ſo, as not to be clole (topped by her. For 


as to that of the Holy Scriptures, which are 


the perfect Rule of the Chriſtian Faith and 


_ Worſhip in all their Subſtantials; and 


which were believed to be ſuch a Rule by 
the Primitive Catholick Church ; ſhe has 
taken ſpecial care, that her Sheep ſhall not 
receive any light by that divine Way: And 
to that end, ſhe keeps rhoſe Divine Oracles 
cloſe locked up in a Language that is not un- 
deritood by her People; Neither dare any 
that underſtand the learned Languages, 
look into thoſe dangerous Books, without 


her licenſe: And as it is not ſafe for any to 


ſupplicate for ſuch a licenſe, ſo for that rea- 


ſon, few do ask for it. And whereas the 


Bible has been Tranſlated and Printed in 
all the Modern Languages of Earepe by 
Proteſtants or others; tho? thoſe Tranſlati- 
ons do in the main agree with that of her 

vulgar 
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vulgar Latin; yet never was ſo much pains 
taken to prevent the ſpreading of any Book 
as is taken by the Church of Rome to prevent 
the importing of Bibles in the language of a- 
ny of her Countries. No Ship which belongs 
to a Proteſtant Nation being well at an An- 
chor, in any Popiſh Port where the Inquilition 
is; before ſhe is viſited and ſearched narrows 
ly for Bibles, and all other Proteltant Books 
by the Officers of that Court, and who, if 
they meet with any, do carry them to the 

Inquiſition, where they are all burnt. 
do remember, that the good old Mar- 
ſhal Schowbere, the laſt time he was at u. 
hor, told me with "Tears in his Eyes, That 
having when he came aſhore there, left a 
Dutch Bible which had been his Grandla- 
thers, upon the Table of his Cabin, it had 
been carried from the Cuſtom Houle to the 
Inquilition, and that though he had ſent 
to the Chief Inquiſitor, and had ſpoke to 
him himſelf for it, he had not been able 
to recover it; ſo that Cardinal Zimenes 
(poke the Senſe of the whole Roman Church, 
when he laid, The having of the Bible in the 
Vuloar Langutyes, would be the ruin of their 
Religion, For mult not all that read that 
Divine Rook, fee, that there is not in it, one 
word of the Biſh:p «f Roe, nor of Adoring 
Imago, nor of "Praying ts Creatures, nor of | 
; Hh - Puys 
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Purgatory, nor of any other Pupiſh Dottrines, 
unleſs it be to condemn them. And for 
Which reaſon, and for no other, the Rowan 
Church in contradittion to the Primitive, 
denies the 7% Scriptures to be the Rule 
of the Chriltian Faith, but in conjunction 


With Oral Tradition + And which though it | 


makes as little for Popery as the Seriptures, 

et being of ſuch a nature, that none but 
— Men can look into it, und who 
are not always rhe molt unprejudiced, ſhe 


reckonerh (ſhe has fufficiently ſecured her 


Errors and Corruptions om being detect— 
ed, by having lodged rhem in ſo dark and 
uncertain a Conveyance, 

It is true, the New '[eſtament was Tran» 
flated inco ib, and Printed by the Po- 
piſh Seminary in Reims, with Notes upon 
t: But that was done for no other end, 
but only to furniſh the EAN. Papiſts with 
an Anſwer to the Proteſtants Objecting to 
them, that they were not jutfered by their 
Church ro-have the Scriptures in a Lan— 
guage which they underitood, And as I 
did never licar of but One Edition of that 
Book, ſo thure were ſo few Copies of it 
Yinted, and thole were bought up ſo faſt 

y Proteltauts, who are not atraid to fee 
all rhat the Enemies of their Religion can 
object againſt ir, that there were not ma— 

ny 
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ny left for the Papiſts, and who were not 
ſuffered to look into it, without a Licenſe, 
and which was not eaſily procured ; And 
ſo much is acknowledged by its Traulla- 
tors and Publiſhers, Who ſay in their Pre» 
face, That the dotng of it, that fr, the Tra 


lating of the New Teſtament into Knglilh #7 


had not been among Proteſtants, would not 
otherwiſe have been much requiſite, nor pribaps 
wholly tollerable, And let Engliſh Papilts bur 

o into Spain or Portugal With their Reimiſh 

eſtament, and ſee what the Inquiſition 
will ſay to their Book and them, notwith- 
itanding its Antidote of Popiſh Notes. 
And as the Bible is by the Church of Heme 
kept caretully out of the hands of her Peo- 
ple, ſo it is the ſame with all other Books 
which have been writ againſt that Church, 
her People not being ſuffered to look into 
any of them. And ſo jealous is the Church 


of Rowe leaſt her People, it they believed 


there were any Learning among Pros» 
teltants, might ſulpect, that poſſibly they 
might have ſome grounds for their oppo— 
ſing of hey, that where-ever the Title of 
Learred is given to a Proteſtant by any of 
her Writers, that "Title, though it was never 
ſo jult, is by the Iydex Exnpurgatorius blot- 
ted out, By which means, Papiſts who 
were never in Proteltaut Countries, do be- 

F 3 lieve 
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lieve that Proteſtants have no Learning, 
nor Books among, them, or at leaſt none 
of their own Writing, And to my know- 
ledge, an Ergliſh Envoy in a Popiſh King- 
dom, was asked ſeriouſly by a Judge, 
whom he had carried into his Study, which 
was well furniſhed with Books, Whether 
he had not bought all thoſe Books in that City? 
And being told that he had not; that Judge 
asked 1 gravely, Whether there were any 
Books in England? And tho? they that live 
among Proteſtants cannot oſſibly be iꝑno- 
rant to this degree; yet they do know as 
little of the inſide of the Bible, or of an 

other Proteſtant Book that treats of Reli- 
gion, as if they had lived all their days in 
the heart of Spt/; dreading to look into 


any of thoſe Books for fear of incurring 


the Cenſures tulrinated by the Roman 
Church apainit the doing of it; and could 
their ſears of thoſe brutal Thunderbolts, be 
but once ſhaken oll, the great Obltacle to 
their turning Proteſtants would be removed. 

The Second way by which the Romas 
Church keeps her Sheep within her Fold, 
is, by miſrepreſenting all other Religions 
ſo, as to make them appear abominable, 
And tor this Vile Work, their nor ſufferiug 
their People to look into any Proteltant 
Books, to learn from them what that Re- 


ligion 
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ligion is, furniſheth the Rowan Guides 
with a fair opportunity, and by whom 
Proteſtants are ſo miſrepreſented, that they 
are not by the People in Spain, Portugal, 
and Itah believed to be Chriſtians, nor to 
worſhip, or to have any knowledge of 
God; neither does their calling Proteſtants 
Hereticks, which ſuppoſes them to be 
Chriſtians in Profeſſion, at all mend this 
Matter; for as that is more than thoſe 
People know, ſo they among them that 
do know it, will never rectifie their falſe 
Notion of that Name; but do let them go 
on, believing, That Heretich, Atheiſt, and 
Infidel are all but different names tor one 
and the ſame thing» And to the praiſe of 
his Modeſty be it ſpoken, this was not, 
to my knowledge, better known to any 
body, than it was to the Man whoin the late 
Popiſh Reign, firlt made the lamentable 
out-cry of Papiſts heing miſrepreſented in 
Enyland, Neither is it one ot the lealt of 
the Inquiſitions Barburities; that that 
Court, whenever it burns any Man or 


Woman tor that Religion, that have the 


reputation of having led a Holy Lite, does 


, never tail tro blaſt that Reputation, let it 


be never ſo juſt, with bold reports of their 
having detected them, to have been Hy» 
pocrites, and in (ſecret Monlters of Wick 

FS - edneſs. 
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edneſs. Thus Doctor Agidio, Doctor Ca- 
gala, and Doctor Conſt antino, the Three 
Burning and Shining Lights of Spain, for 
Holineſs, as well as for Learning, were 
firſt Martyr'd in their good Names by the 
Inquiſition, on. purpole to prejudice all 
thoſe who had long admired them for 
their ſingular Piety againſt their Memories, 
und againſt the Religion, for which they 
ſuftered Martyrdom. And as I have elſe- 
where obſerved this vile courſe of miſrepre- 
ſenting, is a ſanctuary to which all unmer- 
ciſul Perſecutors of People for their Reli- 
gion, have conſtantly fled to ſecure them- 
elves againſt the fury of the reſt of Man- 
kind; which reaping no advantages by 
the Inhumanities of Burning, or rather 
Roalling People alive for their Religion, 
would not otherwiſe endure them long; 
_ there not being Verity enough in Man's 
Nature, as Corrupt as it is, to endure to 
ſee thole of their own kind uſed fo In- 
humanly, only tor being miltaken in their 
Judgments, if they are miſtaken, about 
Matters which have no ill influence on 
Morality or Government, and which that 
they have not, the Sufferers Holy Lites, 
if they were not miſrepreſented by their 
Perſecutors, would demonitrate. So all Per- 
ſecutors, that they may be ſuffered to go 

on 
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on worrying all that oppoſe them, and 
their intereſts, as if they were Bears and not 
Men, do conſtantly ſhew them to the Peo- 
ple in Bears-skins, and as ſuch Monſters 
of Wickedneſs, that tho' they were of 
their own Religion no Death would be bad 
enough for them: And by thus miſrepre- 
ſenting all other Religions without Fear, 
Shame or Wit, tho? the Papal Champions 
are too ſucceſsful in keeping their People 
from changing their Religion for any o- 
ther; they are not fo in keeping them from 
loſing it, for it is believed there are more 
People of no Religion in [tay than in all the 
World beſides. 

The Third way, by which the Roman 
Church keeps her Sheep within her Fold, is 
by puniſhing, where ſhe has Power, all 
that deny any of her Docttines, with the 
molt cruel of all Deaths; and that, after 
they have ſuffered a long train of other 
inſpeakable miſeries in an Inquiſition; 
which of all the Priſons that were ever upon 
Earth, reſembles that of Hell the moſt; 
"The Terrors of which mercile(sEvurt do 
caule all that are within its reach, and 
which are the great body of that Flock, to 
dread the very thoughts of uling any means, 
which may poſſibly lead them to the 
Knowledge, of any of that Churches Er- 

rors 


(12) 

rors or Corruptions. For can any but 
dread the having of a knowledge, 
which, if it be any ways expreſſed, 
will coſt them their Life, Liberties, and 
Eſtates. And as by theſe Terrors all 
that are under the Tyranny of the In- 
quiſition, are of the ſame mind in all 
Matters of Religion, fo far as that Court 
requires it: So that Unity in ſo great a 
body of People, is no weak Charm to the 
Members of the Roman Church, which are 
not within the reach of that Court; not 
conſidering, that no differences in Opinion, 
can be fo Scandalous and Antichriſtian, as 
is the making uſe of ſuch Inhumane Me- 
thods to prevent them; and that by the 
very ſame brutal means of a well guarded 
ignorance, and an extream violence, a yet 
greater Unity in all Matters of Religion, 
is maintained among all the Mahometans 
in the large Turkiſh and Morocco Empires. 
For can a Society, let it be never ſo Cor- 
rupt, and its Corruptions be never fo pal- 
pable, be troubled with any Differences, 
which deſtroys all immediately that are 
diſſatisfied with any thing that is in it. 
And though Ezeliſh Papiſts, to my know- 
ledge, when they do firſt fee tho Inhuma- 
nities exerciſed by the Inquiſition, and the 
extravagant joys of its Subjects upon them, 

are 
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are much Scandalized; yet they have not 
been long under the influences of that 
Court, and of its Confeſſors, before they 
are perfectly reconciled to thoſe Cruelties, 
and do rejoyce in them, no leſs than the 
Natives; neither can it indeed be other- 
wiſe, that Inhumanity being in neither of 
them the effect of any Savageneſs or Feri- 
ty in their Natural Tempers, but purely 
the effect of the Spirit of Popery, whetted 
to ſuch an edge by its Confeſſors as they 
would have it to be of; and which, where 
they dare, they do always give it. S0 
that if in Queen Mary's Reign there were 
not in Exgland the ſame extraordinary re- 
joycings, as there are now in Spain and Por- 

tugal, at the ſight of a Proteltant being 
Burnt, or rather Roaſted Alive for his Re- 
ligion; though I do not know but there 
was; It was certainly owing, purely ro 


the ſhortneſs of that Burning Reign, not 


having allowed the Confeſſors time enough 
to {trip Exgliſh Tempers of all Humanity 
on ſuch occaſions, So that if a Chriſtian 
Spirit be a Spirit of Mercy and Compaſſi- 
on, the Spirit of Popery mult be Anti-Chrt- 
ſtian; being the moſt Inhuman, Mercileſs, 
and. Unrelenting Spirit in all its own im- 
mediate concerns, the Earth was ever 


haunted with. 
The 
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The Laſt Chief, and moſt extenſive way, 
5 which the Roman Church keeps her 
Sheep within her Fold, is, That of having 
brought them under a perfect bondage of Thought 
to her; by teaching them Magiſterially, 
That the having the leaſt Doubt or Scruple in 
their Minds concerning the truth of any of 
her Diftates, is a moſt damnable Fin. Nei- 
ther is there any Doctrine ſo frequently, 
and ſo powerfully driven and rivetted into 
the Spirits of the People by their Conſeſ- 
ſors as this is: The Sinfulneſs of all the 
Mortal Sins, being neither ſo much exag- 
— nor puniſhed with ſo ſevere and 
ong a penance, as the having had any 
doubts concerning the Roman Faith. And 
that Church was not out in her Policy, 
when ſhe made it a Maxim, That he that 
doubts of the Truth of any of her Doctrines, is 
an Heretick, and would, if his doubts could 
be known, deſerve to be puniſhed as ſuch. Sec- 
ing they of her Communion that have but 
ſtrength of Mind enough to venture on 
entertaining any ſuch Doubts, cannot be 
very far trom being what ſhe calls an 
Heretick; the groſsneſs of her Errors 
and Corruptions being, too palpable, to be 
able to eſcape the Enquiries ſuch Doubts 
do naturaly lead their Subjects to. And 
ſo great and Meritorious a thing this — 
5 age 
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dage of Thought is reckoned to be in her 
Members, that nothing is ſo common in 
the Mouths of her Debouſhes, as the Thank- 
ing of God, that among all their Faults, they 
were never once guilt of any doubt concerning 
the Roman Faith, and their known inno- 
cency in that goes a great way towards the 
keeping their Conſciences quiet in all their 
Wickedneſſes And muſt not all who are 
held in Popery purely by this bondage of 
Thought, and which is the caſe of the 
reat body of its Profeſſors, if they had 
— born of Jewiſh Parents, and had taken 
the ſame meritorious Courſe, have been of 
the Jewiſh; and it of Mahometan Parents, 
have been of the Mahometan; and if of Hea- 
then Parents, have been of the Heathen 
Religion. And how acceptable a Faith, 
which is thus accidental, can be to God, 
they would do well to conſider, who be- 
lieving that they have had the great good 
luck to be born 1n the only True Religion, 
and which is believed in all Sects, do ne- 
ver enquire whether the Religion they 
were born and bred in, be the True or 
not, But now, though conlidering how 


much that High-born Spirit that is in Man 


diſdains to be in Fetters, as to its own im- 
mediate inward Actions, whatever re— 
ſtraints may be laid on its outward, it 

| may 
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may ſcarce ſeem poſſible to bring Man's 
Mind under an abſolute bondage of 
Thought in the matters of its chief con- 
cerns. Yet ſince all Speculations, let them 
appear to be never ſo well grounded, 
mult yield ro Experience when they are 
contradicted by it, s$o being ſure, that in 
fact this is the caſe of the Members of the 
Roman Church; the means by which it 1s 
introduced and, maintained, is a thing wor- 
thy of any ones 22 
Many Pious and Learned Men appre- 
hending it to be above the power of Na- 
tural Cauſes, to bring the Mind of Man 
under ſuch a perfect bondage of Thought, 
as they ſee the Papiſts are under; have attri- 
buted it, either ro Sorcery, or to a Judict- 
al Spiritual Blindneſs; and for borh which, 
they do ſeem to have the Authority of the 
Scriptures. St. Jon in the 18th Chapter 
of the Revelations, and the 23d Verſe, 
ſpeaking of Spiritual Babylon, which not 
only Proteſtants, but many others do un- 
derſtand to be Rome Chriſtian, Apoſtatiſed 
to Idolatry; ſaid of her, For by thy Sorceries 
were all Nations deceived, And St. Paul in 
the 24 Chapter of his 2d Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians, ſpeaking of the lame, under 
the Titles of the Man of Sin; the Son of 
Perdition ; the Myſtery of Intquity ; and that 
Wicked 
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Wicked One; faith of him, and his Fol- 
lowers, That becauſe they received not the love 
of the Truth that they might be ſaved, for this 
cauſe God will ſend them ſtrong deluſions that 
they ſbould believe a Lye; or things ſo mani- 
feſtly incredible, as they could not poſſibly 
have believed other wiſe. 

But though I will not ſay, that this may 
not be the Caſe of the Learned Men in the 
Roman Church, if they do really believe 
all her Fables, Falſe Miracles, and Groundleſs 
Doctrines; yet as to her Common People, 
and others, who have either had no oppor- 
tunities of better Information, or have 
been afraid to uſe them, how their Minds 
might be brought and kept under ſuch 
an abſolute bondage of Thought, may, I 
conceive, be accounted for, without ha- 
ving recourſe either to Sorceries, or to 
8 271 

ow fo far as I could obſerve, whilſt I 
lived amongſt them, and I did obſerve this 
very _ as narrowly as I was able, this 
great bondage of I hought, was introduced, 
and is ſtill maintained, by bold reports of 
Miracles which have been, and {till are 


to be daily wrought in the Roman Church: 


And by confident ſtories of new Divine Re- 
velations made to ſome Nun or other, 


And 


(18) 


And whereas true Miracles ſuch as thoſe 
which were wrought by our bleſſed Savi- 
our and his Apoſtles, and whoſe Truth are 
ſo fully atteſted, are undeniable Evidences 
of the truth of the _— they were 
wrought to confirm; ſuch Miracles being 
the immediate Works of God, who as he can» 
not Lye, ſo neither can he employ his Al- 
mighty Power, by which only true Mira- 
cles can be wrought, to give credit to Lies 
by working Miracles to make them paſs 
tor truths: So the Papiſts believing that 
their Church always = and does (till 
Work Miracles, or at leaſt that they are 
wrought in her, do ſo entirely ſubmit their 
underſtandings to her, as to dread the 
thoughts of entertaining the leaſt Suſpition, 
that ſhe may poſſibly be miſtaken, and by 
this Belief, they have the Eyes of their 
underitandings ſhut fo cloſe, that the 
cannot fee any Evidences, tho* never fo 
clear, of her Anti-Chriſtianiſm and Cor— 
ruptions, which may be laid before them : 
For as, were it true, that that Church does 
work Miracles, they would then be much 
in the right in thus ſubmitting their under» 
ſtandings to her, oy tho? that is palpably 
Falſe, yet lince they do firmly believe it, 
it mult have tlie ſame effects on their Minds, 
as if it Were true, and mult make them 

proof 
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e proof againſt all Arguments whatſoever. 
I. And did Proteſtants after the example of 
© the Church of Rome, think it lawful 70 he 
5 for God, and their Religion, they might 
E Flikewiſe pretend to the wor ing of Mira« 
g cles, with altogether as good, if not better 
= grounds than ihe does: But though that 
|- pretence would be the beſt weapon they 
- could uſe with Papiſts; yet as no Proteſtant 
5, Church did ever make uſe of it, having 
6 no Doftrines which were not confirmed by 
it the unqueſtionable Miracles wrought b 

L 7 our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles; fo 
e * God forbid that any of them ſhould ever 
ir have recourſe to thoſe, or any other ſort of 
E Lies to make them their covering. For 


1, - though Errors cannot be ſupported but by 


y + the bold and falſe Pretences, and the vile 
ir Arts which a black policy ſuggeſts: Truth, 
as it ſtands in no need of ſuch bale Sup- 
4 ; Mm ſo if they be employ'd in its 
„ ſervice, it is but diſcredited by them, a- 
: mong all that have their eyes open to 
8 detect them. 

h And ſo ſenſible were tlie ſworn Cham. 


' - pions of Popery, that nothing but their 
— being fly perſwaded 01 Miracle 


t, being wrought by their Church, coul 
5, 4 poſſibly keep them under that bondage of 
u Thought, without which Popery cannof 
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long ſubſiſt, that they have boldly made 
that Church's working of Miracles, a mark 
of her being the True Church; and as it 
would indeed be fo, if it were true; ſo its 
being viſibly falſe, makes it the Mark of her 
being the Beaſt ſpoke of in the Revelation; 
among whoſe Marks given by St. Pau, and 
which are all to be met with in the Roman 
Church, this was one, "That ſhe world deceive 
the World with Lyins , Sieus and Wonders. 

And accordingly that Church has for man 
Ages, and does till, ply her People fo 
witly bold reports of Miracles, that never 
were any 7 lied ſo with any thing 
beſides: For ſhould 1 ſay, that not fewer 
than Ten Thouſand Miracles are publiſhed 
by her in Print, beides the numberleſs, 
whoſe Reports did not long ſurvive the 
Time when they were ſaid to be wrought, 
I know 1 ſhould fpeals much within com» 
my her bulky Legends, and Saints Lives 
cing little cle but great heaps of Miracles 
ſhovelled rogether, And co this day in 
Popiſh Countries, as is well known to all 
that have lived iu them, the news of Mi- 
racles being wrought in one dark Corner 
or other, docs come fo very thick upon 
People, chat the talking of Miracles is al- 
moſt the whole of their Converſation, to 
the great exerciſe of their Patience who live 
| among 
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mong them, and cannot believe them? 


þ — that they may have their minds early 


and throughly ſeaſoned with the Credulity 
to believe all Reports, Written or Oral, of 
Miracles at firſt hearing, Flic firlt things“ 
they are told when they are Children, are 
Miracles, which were wrought by this or 


that Image, or by this or that Relick, or 
by this or that Saint; and as that Creduli- 


grows up with them, fo it is greater 


t 
4 could be believed, if it were not 


ſeen, 
It is entertaining enough to obſerve, 


| how Bellarminefitter he had made the Glo— 


ry of Miracles the Eleventh Nete of the 
— being the True Church; and, upon. , 
the authority of one Legend of other, had 
quoted ſome in every Age Who had wrought 
Miracles ;Jdoes in the Eleven laſt Cenfu— 
ries quote but one Lingle Pope tor having 
wrought any; and Who ſhould that be, 
but Greeory the VIith, the VFallelt, the 
molt Turbulence, and the molt Seditious 
Monk that ever fate in the Rowan Chairs 
And betore him, he quotes but IW o Popes, 


and that upon a Legendary Pope's Autho— 
rity» And being come to the Age lince 
the Retormation, and not finding in Europe 


a Miracle Worker, he goes for one 2s far 
as the Eaſl-Jndie}, Where upon the Credit 
(x 2 of 
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of Letters writ from thence by Jeſuits, hg 
tells us, That the Jeſuit Francis Xaveir, 
did work divers Miracles; and the 'Two 
he inſtanceth in, were very extraordinary: 
the Gift of 'Tongues Was not one of them, 
for he complains of his not _— that 
Gilt, The firſt Was, "That his Body was 
Whole, and did calt a Fragrant Smell Fife 
teen Months atter he Was Head; as it, ha- 
ving died at M444, no Spices were to be 
found there te have Embalmed it» The 
other Was, That a Storm at Sea did ceaſe 
when his Body was carried from Ma/aca 
to Goa; as if, in the Haſſ- Indie Storms did 
never ceaſe without a Miracle, 

Neither is what he faith of the Light of 
Prophecy being the Twelfth Note of the Ro- 
mans being the True Church, leſs diver- 
ring: For as he quotes but Two in the laſt 
Eleven Centurics tor having had that Light, 
fo the predictions which he mentions, are ve- 
ry notable proots of it. The firſt was the 
Monk Bernard, one of whoſe Prophecies, 
was, That he told Four Men, when 
they thought nothing of it, . nay, one of 
them was averſe to it, That they would 
all become Monks, and they all did. The 
other was, 'That he bid a Noble Man's 
Son, who had {poke to him, to pray, that his 
Father might be Converted to be a Monk, 

not 
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not to fear, for he would bury his Father 
a profeſs'd Monk in the Abby of Claravall; 
and fo he did? and the Devout Son, when 
his Father turned Monk, had his Eſtate, it 


is Wee, But Bernard had another Prophecy, „ 


though Bellarmine takes no notice of it, © 
ga much more folema and Important nas 
ture, than a Thoiſand of the fore- men- 
tioned would be; which was, That upon 
a Viſion, as he pretended, he did promiſe 
the People of France, it they would go in 
a Cruzaao to the Holy Land, extraordinary 
"4 uu Succeſs, and a compleat Victory over 
the Saracens: Many Thouſands went thither 
upon that Prophecy, but who, without 
having had any good Succeſs, were all ei- 
ther Slain, or Famiſhed in that Expedition. 
The Second quoted by him for the Light of 
Prophecy, is Francis, the Founder of the 
Franciſcan Order; and his Prophecy was, 
That he told the Chriſtian Captains, that 
if they fought on that day with the Sara- 
cens, they would be beat by them, and fo 
they were ſoundly, for having deſpiſed his 
Words: As if none but a Prophet had be- 
tore a Batrle told truly which ſide would 
be beat. Certainly Bellarmize himſelf could 
not hut ſmile when he produced Two ſuch 
Prophecies, and no more, as ſufficient 
proofs of the Light of Prophecies being in 
G 3 the 
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the Rowan Church; and in' which one 
would think that Light has been for ſome 
Ages quite extinguiſhed, ſecirfg ſince Friar 
Francis's time, and who has been dead near 
Five Hundred Years, not one is ſaid by Bel- 
larmine to have had that Light. 

But how vain and groundleſs ſoever all 
the Reports are of the Glory of Miracles, 
and the Light of Prophecy being in the Ro- 


mam Church, yet until ſuch time that her Peo- 


ple can be brought at leaſt to ſuſpect, that 
all thoſe Miracles and Prophecies may be Lies 
and Fables, either Superſtitiouſly or Cun- 
ningly deviſed ; it is ſcarce poſſible to con- 
vince them of the Falſhood of their Re- 
ligion; but when that is once done, their 
Converſion will, afterwards, be found to 
be no difficult work. And here I cannot 
but take notice, of the cratty way taken 
by the Church of Rome to pervert Pro- 
teſtants; which is, when they find that 
Arguments will not do; they then deſire 
them not to be ſo confident of their Reli- 
gion's being True, as not to Faſt and Pray 
to God to diſcover to them whether it is 
or not ; and having brought them once to 
doubt of the Truth of their Religion, as 
far as this comes to; it they bave them 
cloſe in a Monaſtery, they do either by a 
Voice, or a Viſion in the Night, after a ey 
la vo 
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have ſpent ſome time in Faſts and Prayers , 
let them know, that the Popiſh is the only 
True Religion. And by this way, an En- 

liſb Jeſuit told me, very devoutly, he had 
— Converted in France, when he was 
there, by an exchange for to have learned 
the Language; and that after a long Faſt, 
and many repetitions of that Prayer, the 
Virgin Mary appeared to him when he 
was in bed, and told him, There was no 
Salvation out of the Church of Rome. And 
thus Popery does its whole Work, by falſe 
reports of Miracles, and by counterfeiting 
of them. 

Now, that all the Miracles which are 
reported to have been wrought by, or in 
the Roman Church, are either mere Im- 
poſtpres, or ſuperſtitious Fancies, may be 
1 by the following clear Evi- 

ences: | 


Firſt, By the Perſons and Places, by 
whom, and where they are ſaid to bg 
wrought. 3 


Secondly, By many of them, and which 
are as well atteſted as any of the reſt, 
being of no manner of uſe, and many 
of them Impious, and many of them 
Ridiculous and Undecent, and many ot 
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them Encouragements to Vice; of all which 
I ſhall give ſome Inſtances, 


Thirdly, By confident reports of Miracles, 
when they are ſaid to be wrought in con- 
firmation of any points which are diſputed 
among themſelves, being deſpiſed by thoſe 
they are levelled againſt, as things not 
worthy of the leaſt notice or regard. 


Laſtly, By the Confeſſions of ſome Learn- 
5 Papiſts forced by ſhame for to make 
tnem. 


Firſt, This power of working Miracles, 
to which the Church of Rome pretends, 
not being lodged in any certain Perſon, nor 
body of Men, but leſt looſe and itinerant, 
is a ſhrewd preſumption of that Power not 
being in her at all: for though it is a great 
raſhneſs to ſay, That Miracles ought to be 
wrought, where we judge the working, 
of them would do much good; it is not fo, 
to affirm, that if the power of working Mi- 
racles were given to any Society, on pure 
pole to prove it to be God's Peculiar, that 
that Power would certainly be lodged 
where it would beſt anſwer the end for 
Which it was given; and ſo would be in 
the chief Gavernour of that Society, ” it 

as 
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has but one, or in its Government, if it 
has more: And what makes this to hold 
the ſtronger as to the Church of Rome, is, 
that her chief Governour, or Government, 
which are the Pope, or a Council, do pre- 
tend to have the miraculous gift of Infalli- 
bility bettow*d upon them; and why thoſe 
Two miraculous Gifts, if they be in the 
Church of Rome, ſhould not be lodged toge- 
ther, no good reaſon can be given. Since 
it is undeniable, that if they were lodged 
ſo, they would anſwer the end, ſor which 
they were ſaid to have been given, infinite - 
ly better than they do apart. For beſides 
* this miraculous Power would then 
demonſtrate the true ſeat of that Church's 
Infallibifity , about which her Members 
are now ſo much divided; and would have 

revented the many long and dangerous 

hiſms, which have been in the Papacy, 
it would have done that Church a thou- 
land other good Offices which ſhe has not 


received from it, as it is ſaid to have lain 


lurking in her for many Ages. For tho? 
within theſe Thouſand Years, many Thou- 
tands of Miracles are reported to have been 
wrought in the Roman Church; not fo 
much as one is ſaid to have been wrought 
by any of her Popes, or by any of her 
Councils; Gregory the VIIth always ex- 

| | cepted, 


that one would have oueſſe to have 
.wrought any. So that if that miraculous 


Church. 
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cepted, for having been the very laſt Pope 


Power be in her, and was given her for a 
mark of her being the only True Chureh, 


it is a mark ſo obſcure, and which lurks in 
her fo, that whatever others may do, none 


that have their eyes open can ſee it; and 
which all muſt have done, had it been 


ſtamped either on the Pope, or upon a 


Council, 

But though this miraculous Mark is not 
to be ſcen on any certain part of the Ro- 
man Church, and never on thoſe parts 
where it would be the moſt uſeful, and 


would do the moſt * both to her ſelf, 


and the reſt of the World, yFet that 
Church has a mark fet on herby St. Paul, 
and by St. John, expreſly on a certain part 
of her Body, that is, on her Forehead; 
and which Mark may be plainly ſeen by 
all that will learn from thoſe 'T'wo Apoſtles 
What it is. 


Secondly, Ilie Miſſionaries which are ſent 
by the Rowan Church to Convert [afidels 
and Heyeticks to her, not having the power 
of. working Miracles, is more than a pre- 
ſumption of no ſuch Power) being in that 
For, conſidering that St. 2 

ay 
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has declared, That Signs or Miracles are 
wrought for the ſake of thoſe who do not 
believe, that they may be wrought to the 
Faith by their Teſtimony; and not for be. 
lievers, who ſtand in no need of them? 
Muſt not, according to this Doctrine ot 
St. Paul's, the power of working Miracles, 
if it be any where in a Church, be chiefly, 
if not only, in thoſe who are employ'd by 
her to convert Infidels or Hereticks to her 
Faith? But with the numberleſs Miracles 
which are ſaid to be wrought in the Roman 
Church, it is quite otherwiſe, none of 
which are ever wrought before Infidels or 
Hereticks to Convert them ; but they are 
one, and all ſaid to be wrought in hugger 
mugger among her own believing Mem- 
bers; and the more entirely any People do 
believe in that Church, the more Miracles 
arg (till reported to be Wrought among 
them; and which Miracles are of no bengs 
fit to them, unless their being kept by 
them under an abſolute bondage of Thought 
is reckoned a benefit? I is true, their 
Churches are full of 7 «bles of Vows which 
have been made by People to one Saint or 
another, tor I never ſaw one hung up tor 
the honour of God or Chriſt, when they 
were very Sick, or in danger of being 
Shipwreck'd, or in any other great Peril ; 
| an 
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and who have recovered, and been deli- 
ver'd, after they had made that Vow, are 
reckoned to have been delivered miracu- 
joully by the Saint to whom they made it. 

ut though theſe Events, if they were mi- 
raculous, could not be denied to be bene- 
ficial, yet it Will be ſoon enough for the 


Roman Church to prove that Miracles ate 


wrought in her from thoſe Events; when 
no Infidels or Hereticks that are dan- 
geroully lick do ever recover; or When in 
any Peril of being Shipwreck'd that they 
are conſtantly ca _ Which 1s fo far 

am apt to believe, 


all theſe latter dangerous Events, the En- 
70 and Dutch _ better Seamen, would 

found to eſcape ſuch dangers, much of- 
tener than the Spaniſh or Portugneſes. And 
that other Nations, which are not Popiſh, 
nor ſo good Sailors as they, do ſometimes 
eſcape out of great Perils. 

And though no doubt is to be made, of 
as many, if not'mpre, Miracles being re- 
ported to be wrought in the Eaſt and Weſt. 


Indies among, the Spaniards and Portugneſes 


that live there, than are reported to be 
wrought in Spain and Portugal, yet that 
they have no Miracles to {pare to Convert 
the poor unbelieving Indians to their Faith, 
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is acknowledged by Joſeph Acoſta, a Spears 
Jeſuit, who on early, 3 a Nic 
onary in the Weſt-Indies ; whoſe words in 
the Eighth Chapter of his Second Book De 
procuranda Indurum ſalute, which was Prin- 
ted at Salamanca in the Year 1589, I ſhall 
* _ dock cw hath 
tera caſa in nobif eſt, tur APpOftolita Pres 
dicatio inſlithi omnine A 70% non 2 , 
quod Miraculorum nulla facultas (it, Gt. at 
woſtri nuns temportt tm talinm Operims m- 
Jeſtate e Barbaris admirander, & timendor 
nun probeant, nihil reſt at, niſi ut reliqua vita 
inopia, et impotentia, peuitus cOntemnatar, 
And ſoon after in the ſame Chapter that 
Jeſuit adds, Hit accedit, quod perſpecta noſtro- 
rum hominum avaritia, 4 ferocia ita he Na- 
tiones perculſe ſunt, ut (ibs conſulendum putant, 
noſtris ubicunque conceditur, ſine ulla diſcrimine 
interemptis, Non ſulum ergo Signorum Vis 
noſtris temporibus dteſt, verum pro tis etiam 
ſeelera ubique 1 That is, Another 
cauſe, why with us the Apoſtolical Preaching 
cannot be at all Apoſtolically diſcharged, is, Be- 
cauſe there 1s no power of working Mira- 
cles. And onrs, at this time, not rendring 
themſelves admirable and formidable to the Bar- 
barians by the majeſty of ſuch works, nothing 
tan hinder the remaining poverty of their Lives 
and their Weakneſs, to be thronghly — 
1o 
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fo theſe it may be added, That beboldlng the 


Coverouſurſi and _ gur Mew, theſe 
Nations are flruch with it jo, that they 40 
reckon they have conſulted well for themſelves, 
when, where they dare do it, they have killed 
them without diſtiattion. Neither is the pow- 
er of working Miracles only mantiun in our 
times, but inſtend of that, Crimes do reign 
every where, So far Acoſta, 

And what was it but the want of this mi- 
raculous Power among Infidels, that made 
the Jeſuit Nawer, who is ſtiled the Apoltle 
of the Indies, to ſay, 1hat Miſſionaries with- 
ont Muskets, did arver make Converts to any 
purpoſes 

And yet, notwithſtanding, this acknow- 
ledged great want of the Apoſtolical Giſt 
of working Miracles, the ſeſuits have ma— 
naged that matter ſo in und Portugal, 
that on the account of their Indian Miſſions, 
they have got themſelves in thoſe Two 
Kingdoms, to be called oſtener, and to he 
better known by the name of Os Apoſtolos, 
or the „,, than by that of TJe/wits, 
tho that is a name of Arrogance enouph, 
And now here I would ask, Whether a 
Church that has no power to work Mira- 
cles on the great and proper occalions ol 
Converting Infidels, can be believed to 
have any Miracles Wrought in lier. 
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And de it net the ſame with the Rowan 
Miſſionaries who are employed to convert 
Proteſtants, among whom, I did never 
hear of their having wrought one ſingle 
Miracle, nor of their having ever given it 
out that they would work one; publickly 
to convert them, and can one think other- 
wiſe of the Church of Rome's not having 
wrought any Miracles here in England, in 
the late Popiſh Reign to have promoted 
the Converſion of the whole Kingdom, but 
that ſhe had no Power to work any, and 
that being conſcious to her ſelt that ſhe had 
not, ſhe durſt not pretend that ſhe would, 
knowing very well, that thereby ſhe 
would have expoſed her ſelf to the ſcorn 
and contempt of Proteſtants, whom ſhe 
knows not to be ſo credulous as her own 
People. 

ow Miracles never being wrought by 
the Church of Rowe, where « are of any 
conliderable benefit, either to lier (ell, or 
to the reſt of the World is a demonltration, 
to all that know What fort of Works Mira- 
cles are, that ſhe has no Power to Work 
them ; and that all the Miracles which are 
reported to be wrovght it het, are either 


mere Fictions, of Superltitious Delulions, 


And this will yet further appear by giving; 
ſtances of ſeveral ol the Niraclus which 
urg 
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are ſaid to be wrought in the Roman 
Church, and which are as well atteſted as 
any that are reported to have been wrought 
in her; many of which are altogether uſe- 
leſs, others are impious, others are ludi- 
crous, and others have an ill influence on 
Religion, and a good Life. 

Under the Head of Uſeleſs, as to any re- 
yu purpoſe, the y_ part of that 
Churches pretended Miracles might be 
brought. So St. Patrick, is ſaid to have 
heated an Oven with Snow, when there 
was no Want of better Fuel in Ireland; and 
to have turned a pound of Honey, into a 

ound of Butter to humour his Nurſe, who 
oved Butter better than Honey, tho! a 
ound of Butter was then to have been 
1ad there for a r 8o St. Francis 
when he preached in the Fields, brought all 
the Beaits in the Fore(t to be his Auditors, 
And St. h, when he preached near 
a River, brought all the Fiſh above Water 
to hear Him; and neither the Land nor 
the Woter Congregation would depart, 
before their Preacher had diliniſſed them 
With a Bleſſing, Several of their Fryars 
have hung their wet habits a drying on the 
Sun beams, When they wanted not Hedges 
to have lald them on. And 1 more 
have palled the Seas upon their Frocks 

un 
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and y ſingle Stones, when they might 

ad Ships and Boats; and many a 
Stone has been made miraculouſly hard, 
and do continue fo ſtill for having hurt 
Fryers Feet. But ſuch uſeleſs Miracles as 


7 theſe are Numberleſs in the Roman Les 
* gends: I paſs therefore to others, which 
are Impious, and which are pretty com- 
mon too; for of that Nature, I reckon 
thoſe to be, of Chriſt's having married 
* Nuns, and played at Cards with them; 
and of! 
Croſs, and of Nuns having lived upon the 
Milk of the bleſſed Virgin, and of ſums 
4 Orders being ſo dear to our bleſſed Lady, 
that in Heaven ſhe lodges them under her 


lis having taken them up upon his 


Robes ; and ſince they Who are [trangers 


+ to the Books of the Rowan Church, ma 


think that it is not poſſible for any Chrilti« 
ans to be ſo Impious as to report ſuch Sto- 
ries; tor their Conviction, I (hall ſet down 
the Stories of ſuch Miracles in their own 


+ Words, and that not out of blind Writers 


who lived betore the Reformation, bug 
out of Authors who have writ lince, and 


) whole Books are approved, and licenſed 


by the Inquiſition, and by the Provincialy 
ot Orders, and by mauy others: 

Waddinges, a late learned Franciſcan, it his 
Annals on lis en Order on the Year 15144 
H laithy 


— — 
© = — 


= 
— 2 — —— — 
* — — 
— __ 


—— 


— — 5 — — _— . — 
. — 
2 — 4 — - hs 
- = « - 


(36) 


ſaith, that Santa Clara did confeſs, that by 
a ſingle prerogative of Chriſt's Love for 
her, Chriſt did firſt betroth himſelf to her, 
and afterwards Marry her, and that from 
the time ſhe ſucked the Bleſſed Virgin, tho 
ſhe did look plump, ſhe did eat but ſel- 


dom, and but very little, and that having 


once ſeen Chriſt upon the Croſs he did take 
her up to him, and that having hung there 
for ſome time, ſhe had vehement pains in 
her Hands, and in the ſoles of her Feet, and 
in her Side, and which conrinued after ſhe 
returned Home. 

And on the Year 1534, Waddingus ha- 
ving forgot that Twenty Years before he 
had called Chriſt's having married Santa 
Clare a lingular prerogative of his Love to 
her, on this Year, he faith, that Chriſt 
did before the bleſſed Virgin, and a multi- 
tude of Angels, take Joanne 4 Santa Cruce 
for his Wite wedding her with his own 
Ring. 

And that none may think, the Rowan 
Church is now grown aſhamed of theſe 
Stupendous Impieties, I ſhall here ſer 
down Two Stories of the ſame ſtamp, in 
the words they are related, in the Life of 
Santa Roſa, who was born long after the Re- 
formation, and which Life was printed in 
Spain, within theſe Thirty Years, and ap- 
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proved of, and licenſed by the Inquiſition, 
and many more Eccleliaſticks, 

In the Eleventh Chapter of that Life, it 
is faid; Oh! the Miracle which now fol- 
lows, is a moſt clear teſtimony of the love 
of the Divine Spouſe, in having taken 
Santa Roſa to be liis Wife. 

After this holy Virgin had cloathed her 
ſelf with the habit of the Third Order of 
her Father St. Dominick, a certain Man 
appeared to her, as ſhe was aſleep one 
Night, with ſo charming and beautiful a 
Geliture, that Santa Roſa was perſwaded he 
was either one of the Saints, which are 
clad with the lights and ſplendors of Glo- 
ry, or was her own divine Spouſe; who 
is Beautiful and Reſplendent beyond all the 
Sons of Men. The only thing that ſtuck 
with her, was, That by his Cloaths he ap- 
peared to be a Maſon, or one who worked. 
on Stone and Marble for the building of 
Houſes; but in truth it Was the «divine 


* Spouſe; and who by his Countenance anc 


GUelture did diſcover the love and chearſul- 
nels wherewith he came to ſeck out his 
Bride, to be married to her. Roſa, who 
had never in her liſe before ſo much as 
dreamt of Marrying, did on this occaſion 
begin to entertain thoughts of it, and not. 
unde to, but did indge, thar jt would be the 
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— happineſs that could befal her, to 
ave the Young Man who appeared to her 
for her Spouſe ; which was undoubtedly 
a Sympathy f her, and a hidden effect of 


the divine Grice, moving and touching 


Roſa to love tlie ſecrets which ſhe did not 
underſtand, ſo as to except of the Con- 
tract of Marriage Which was propoſed to 
her; and accordingly they having betroth- 
ed their Word — Faith one to another, 
the Bridegroom departed, (aying, He had 
a journey to take, which could not be deferred, 
Bur thus refined Lover, not being content 
with having ſhewed himſelf to be Roſe's 
Husband in a dilguile, and in a dream, in 
the Figure and Habit of a Maiſon; he threw 
off his Diſguiſe, and came to her when ſhe 
was awake, deſiring he might have her for 
his Wife; and that Roſa might be certain 
in the Myſtery and Signification of ſo ma- 
ny ſigns of Foy ; the little J% ſpoke theſe 
Amorous Words to her; Roſa of my heart, 
give your ſelf to me, to be my Spoaſr; and ſhe 
having humbly accepted of fo ſovereign 
and prodigious a Favour, made anſwer in 
the humble words of the molt pure Vir- 


gin, O the good Jeſus, here ts the Servant of 


the Lord, here is thy Servant and Slave, 0 
Ning of Eternal Majeſty! I am thine, and 
do own my ſelf to be thine, and will be thine 

al;vays . 


(39) 


alas. Here the holy Virgin did inter- 


ofe, as ſhe did at the Marriage at Cana 
in Galilee; and with more action, and bet- 
ter reaſon, ſhe having been the ſole Mo- 
ther, and Match-maker of this Wedding , 


L which had been wholly contrived and or- 
dered by her; it ww been at her requeſt 


that her only Son did take Roſa for his 


Wite; and who at laſt ſaid theſe Words to 


the Bride, See Roſa, the great Favour my 


Son has done you, 

The next miraculous Story, is, in the 
Fifteenth Chapter of that Saint's Life, 
which is, That Roſa being very ill of a Sore 
Throat, the Lord whole 'I'hroat is moſt 
Sweet, as it is ſaid of him in the Fifth of 
the Canticles, appeared to her all over ami- 
able; and having, to divert her pain, in- 
vited her to play with him; 1 was 
content, having firſt bargained, that the 
Winnings ſhould be whatever the Winner 
pleaſed, The Cards were play'd, and Ro- 


a having won the Firſt Game, demanded 


her Winnings preſently ; and rememhring, 
perhaps, thoſe words of the Spouſe in the 
Canticles, His Fruit is ſweet to my Throat, ſhe 
required that the Pain of her Throat might 
be mitigated; and it was ſo preſently, 
But the divine Companion and Gamelter,as 
it he could not with patience bear his ha- 
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ving lolt, did inſiſt on playing another 


Game, and which having been 1 to, 


he won it: And that the reward ot his Vi- 
fory might be the increaſing of Roſa's 
Patience; the pain of her 'Ihroat encreaſed 
ſo of a ſudden, that ſhe paſſed the whole 
Night without any Slcep. And perceiving 
that Maria Olivera was much concerned at 
ber being worſe; to comfort her, Roſa diſ- 


covered the whole ſecret to her, ſaying, 


Her Pain was no matter of care, having been 
only a Game or Paſtime with the Spouſe. 

{ ſhall add but one Story more of this 
ſort, and which is told by no lefs a Perſon 
than the Learned Cardinal Bona. The Sto- 
ry 1s, That a Monk of his own Order, which 
was the Benedictine, having been carried up 
into Heaven, did there ſee the bleſſed Vir- 
gin ſitting upon a Throne, with innumer— 
able multitudes of Monks and Friars, of 
all other Orders but his own about her, 
The good BenedidFine was fo confounded at 
this ſight, that he was ready to have ſunk 
down; which having been obſerved b 
the Bleſſed Virgin, ſhe called him to her, 
and bid him be of good. courage , for the Bene- 
dictines were ſo dear to her, that they were al- 
ways the neareſt to her. And — thrown 
aſide her Robes, he ſaw a numberleſs com- 
pany of Benedictines, which he could 1 * 
2 * 
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ſee before: This Impious and indecent 
ſtuff, which is enough ro make a Proteſſ ant 
ſick to relate it, is not my believed 
in the Roman Church, but a claim is put 
into this Story, by ſeveral other Orders; 
tho? Bona faith unjuſtly; and is it not the 


? fame with the Wounds of our bleſſed Lord, 


” At 
6b 
* 
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which are ſaid to have been printed by 


him, on the fame parts of St. Francis's Bo- 


dy: And the Truth is the great Emula- 
tions which have been long betwixt the ſe- 
veral Orders of Monks, Friars and Nuns in 


ö the Roman Church, have above all things 


elſe, filled their Legends with ſuch Impi- 
ous, Miraculous Stories: Every Order, 
having ſtrove and wrack'd their Inven- 
tion to deviſe ſome Miraculous Favours 
done to their own, and to no other Order : 
And by which fierce Emulations, —- 
have been fo far tranſported, and eſpecial- 
ly in the Familiarities which arc ſaid by 
them to have paſſed betwixt our bleſſed 
Lord and fome of their Nuns, and betwixt 
our bleſſed Lady and ſome of their Monks 
and Friars; that if the Deviſors of thoſe 
vile reports, be not looked on as ſhamelcts 
Lyars; the Honour of Chriſtianity mutt 
ſuffer by them extreamly. And ar this 
Weapon the #arciſcans, to give them their 
due, have our done the Dominicans, and all 
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others, having had the good luck Firſt to 
think of that of our Lord's Wounds, of that 


of bis marrying Nuns; and tho* the Domini- 


cans, knowing how much the Franciſcas | 


Order, did value its ſelf upon thoſe Privi- 
leges, have ſince, been at great pains to 
have had them for their Order too; they 
have miſcarried fouly, thro? the Vigilance 
of the Franciſcans, in two attempts to have 
had the pretended Wounds; and tho Ka- 
therine of Sienna a Dominican Nun, and 
Mary of Pazzi a Carmelite, who has not 
been Canoniz'd Thirty Years, are both 
ſaid to have had thoſe Wounds; yet their 
having never been ſeen by any Body upon 
them, does not a little leſſen the Credit of 
thoſe Reports, notwithſtanding it is ſaid 
that the Reaſon why they were never ſeen 
upon the latter was, that when ſhe re- 
ceived them, ſhe prayed they might never 
be beheld by any human Eye: And her 
Prayer was heard for they were never ſeen 
upon her by any Mortal: And tho? the 
Miracles which are reported to have been 
wrought by this new Saint, as to the Evi- 
dences of their Truth, have no Advantage 
of the old ones, yet being of ſome uſe they 
are more artfully framed, ſuch were her ha- 
ving in her Lite time turned a Veſſel of 
ſower Wine into a Veſſel of * 
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Wine, and which did work Miracles; and 
her Image after her Death having been ſer 
on an Oyl-Tub, did ſupply all the Nuns of 
her Convent with ſpecial Oyl for above 
Three Months, and her having turned her 
Head to the other ſide when a Licentous 
young Man came to touch her dead Body, 
as was atteſted by a Jeſuite, who would 
never have lent a Dominican Nun ſuch a 
— no nor a Carmelite neither, if 
his own Order had had any Nuns belong- 
ing to it. | 

Many Miracles are ſaid to have been 
wrought in the Roman Chucrh, which are 
not only uſeleſs, but are alſo ludicrous: So 
Dominick, having been diſturb'd one da 
in his Study by the Devil's Skipping about 
on the Leaves of his Book in the ſhape of 
a Flea, to puniſh him for his Saucineſs, 
Dominick, kept him in that ſhape a conſider- 
able Time, and having fixed him, made uſe 
of him for a Mark to know where he had left 
off reading: But the Devil, after he was 
releaſed from that polt, having. diſturbed 
Dominick more, as he was reading by Can- 
dle Light, by grinning, and making grim- 
aces at him, in the — of a Monkey; 
to ſpoil his Apiſh Tricks, Dominick made 
him hold his Candle, till his Claws were 

burat to the Bone, g 
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St. Francis was a Mediator of Peace be- 
wixt a Village in Ira), and a Wolf which 
deſtroy'd their Cattle; and having firſt 
brought the Village to promiſe to ſuppl 
the Wolf daily, as was reaſonable, wit 
ſufficient Suſtenance; he went forth to the 
Wolf, and acquainted him with the Arti- 
cles he had procured for him; and having 
gained much upon the Wolf by having 
called him Brother, he accepted of the terms, 
and did with his Paws ſolemnly Stipulate 
never to touch their Cattel any more; 
neither did he, St. Francis being the Gua- 
rantee of the Peace. 
St. Vincent's body after his Martyrdom, 
having, at the Cape which bears his 
name, been put aboard a Ship which had 
no Mariners in her, the Ship was ſteer'd 
from that Cape to Lisbon by a Raven; and to 
this day there are in that City ſeveral Ra- 
vent, Which are deſcended from that Pi- 
lot, to be ing witneſſes of that Miracle, 
though none of them are Pilots, 
A certain Carthuſian being dangerouſly 
Sick, his Phyſitians impoſed upon hirn, 
and for Water-gruel gave him Hen. broth; 
but before the firſt Spoonful of Broth was 
within his Lips, the whole Hen, that 
had been boiled in it, Feathers and all 
flew out of the Porringer. 


St. James 
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St. James the Apoſtle in moſt of the 
Battles the Spaniards had with the Moors, 
is ſaid to have appeared Armed Cap-a- 

e upon a ſtately White Horſe, at the 

ead of the Spaniſh Armies, and to have 
mowed the Infidels down by Troops. 
And fo firmly was this Miracle believed 
in Spain, that in gratitude to that Apo- 
ſtolical General, the richeſt Order in that 
1 Kingdom, was erected to preſerve the 
1 Memory of his Martial Feats. On which, 

1 nevertheleſs Mariana, though both a ſeſuit 

and a Spaxiard, could not forbear making 

the following ſcurvy reflection: Who can 

aſcertain the truth of this, that is, of St. 

ames's fighting ſo, but the joy of ſuch Vi. 

| (tories does commonly give occaſion to all 
r of Miracles being looked on 4s iudubi- 
table. 

Many Miracles which are ſaid to have 
been wrought in the Church of Rome, 
have naturally a very ill influence on Re- 
ligion, and a good Life, 

So in the Fourth and Fifth Lections 
of the Office of the Immaculate Conception, 
approved by Pope Sixtus the Fourth, the 
tollowing Miracle is ſolemnly related. 

A certain French Prieſt, who did con- 
ſtantly ſing the Vocrurnal Hours of the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin with great Devotien; having 
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one Night been too familiar with another 
Man's Wife, he did, after his Luſt was ſa- 
tisfied, about Midnight make haſt to re- 
turn Home; but having a great River to 
paſs, after he was in the Boat, he began 
to ſing our Lady's Hours; and when he 
was in the middle of the River, bein 
come to the Invitatory Ave Mary, &c. 
great company of Devils came about him, 
and having ſunk both him and his Boat, 
down to the bottom; according to his De- 
ſerts, they carried his Soul away with 
them; But on the Third day after, the 
bleſſed Virgin with an innumerable com- 
pany of Saints all clad with Light, came to 
the place where the Evil Spirits were tor- 
menting him: The bleſſed Virgin having 
fallen upon the Devils with hard Words, 
asked them, How they durſt torment the Soul 
of one that 3 her: The Devils anſwered, we 
ave aright to his Soulifor we found him employ d 
in our Works: To this the bleſſed Virgin 
reply'd, F his Soul belongs to thoſe, whoſe 
Work he was performing, it maſt be mine, for 
he was ſinging my Mattins when ye ſlew him: 
ge have been therefore guilty of a great 


Crime, and have done me 4 great Injuſtice. 
At theſe words, the Devils having fled 
ſome one way, and ſome another, the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin carried tae Prieſt's Soul back 

to 
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to his Body, and having raiſed him from 


Two Deaths, and the bottom of the 
ſhe carried him back ſafe to his Port. This 
Miracle, as it could not but beget a won- 
derful devotion in all that believed it, for 
the Office of the Immaculate Conception, and 
which was indeed the end for which 
it was deviſed, ſo it could not but at the 
ſame time much weaken their belief, of 
the Neceſſity of Repentaner, ſeeing the want 
of that duty, might be abundantly ſu 
ply'd by that Office being the laſt Exerci 
of ones Life, 

A ſober Gentleman had his Leg broke 
one Night as he was Riding home, for ha- 


ving refus'd to Pledge the Health of St. 


Ulaarick's Charity; neither could he be well 
of that Sore, betore he was carried to that 
Saint's Shrine, and had made a Solemn Vow 
to him, never to refule to drink his Charity 
any more. Was not this Story a great 
encouragement to hard Drinking, which 
St. Ulaarick's Charity is, in a Nation where 
ele need not be wrought to promote 
it! 

A certain Extortioner, who had got a 
great Eſtate by unju Gain, and who had 
not one good quality in him, beſides that 
of being much devoted to our Lady, and 
to her Roſary; having aſter his death had 

his 
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his Good and Evil Works put into Two 
Scales by St. Michael, his Good Works 
were weighed down ſo by his Evil, that 
he had periſhed immediately, if the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin had not in time thrown a heavy 
Roſary into the Scale his Good Works were 
in; with which, that Scale weighed down 
the other- This Miracle was deviſed to 
recommend the uſe of the Roſary, and 
which 1t could not but do, where, upon 
its authority, the Roſary was believed to 
have the weight of many good Works in 
it, and fo ſaving a Vertue. And St. Ta- 
gullus being ſaid to have killed the Devil, 
mult have an ill influence on Religion with 
all that believe it. 

Now if the Miracles I have here inſtan- 
ced in, be either too Uſeleſs, or too Impi- 
ous, or too Ludicrous, or too Ungodly to 
be believed, as one would think they 
ſhould by all that dare examine them: It 
is the very ſame with all the other Miracles 
that are ſaid to be wrought in the Roman 
Church ; which will all come under one of 
theſe Characters; neither are any of them bet- 
ter atteſted than theſe are, that of the ſamous 
Itiueraut Chapel of Loretto not excepted ; 
no nar thoſe of ſome Saints after they were 
beheaded, having taken their heads up in 

theit 
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their hands, and run a conſiderable way 
with them. 

As to the conſtant and ſtanding Miracles 
which are confidently affirmed to be in the 
Roman Church, were there nothing, elſe 
to diſcredit all their reports of daily Tran- 
ſient Miracles, thoſe pretended ſtanding 
Miracles would alone be ſufficient to do ir. 
Such are that of St. John Baptiſt, and of 
other Saints natural Heads, being whole 
and intire in divers Churches, and in which 
every one of them is ſaid to have wrought 
Miracles to demonſtrate its being the true 
Head. And that of the boiling up of our 
bleſſed Lord's Blood every Good Friday at 
Marſeiles, in the Bottle in which it was 


brought to that City by Mary Magdalene. 


And that of the Image of St. Geonoveve be- 
ing carried out in a Proceſſion, helping 
Paris and the Country about it to Rain, 
when it is much wanted; with Twenty 
more ſuch pretended ſtanding Miracles; 
the managery of which Rarities, by thoſe 
which have the ſhewing of them, is ſo ma- 
nifeſt, that I am (old, that there is not a 
ſenſible diſintereſted Roman Catholick in 
France or Italy, whoſa breaſt is not filled 
with Indignation to ſee the World ſo groſly 
impoſed on by crews of Deceittul and Selt- 
intereſted Men, Neither can the ill conſe- 
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quay which ſuch pious Frauds have on 
the minds of thoſe that know them to be 
ſuch, and know nothing of any Religion 
beſides Popery, be ſufficiently lamented, 

But ſo long as thoſe Frauds are to the 
great profit of thoſe that have the mana- 
gery of them, believed by the generality, 
and they that don't believe them dare not 
openly ſay a word againſt them ; let what 
will be ſecretly the conſequence of their 
being continued, they will be kept up 
and maintained in defiance of all Evidences 
their being Frauds. 

A yet farther Evidence that the Mira- 
cles which are ſaid to be wrought in the 
Roman Church ought not to be believed, 
is, That when Miracles are pretended to 
be wrought with never ſo great confidence, 
to determine where the truth lies, in con- 
troverſies among themſelves; thoſe bold 
Pretences are not only diſregarded by the 
fide they are levelled againſt, but they are 
treated with the laſt Scorn and Con- 


tempt, 


So in the long Controverſie which has 
been betwixt the Dominicans and Fran- 
ciſcans, concerning the Immaculate Concepti- 
on, though Hundreds of Miracles are ſaid 


to have been wrought to confirm the truth 


of that Doctrine, the Dominicans, by whom 
| 18 
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is deny'd, do nevertheleſs ſtill ſtand their 
ground; neither are they more ſhaken, in 
that their oppoſition, by thoſe loud reports 
of Miracles, than they would be it they 
were told by old Women, as wrought by 
the Queen of Fairies. It is true, in the 
early days of this Controverſie, the Domi- 
nicaus gave out too, that they had Miracles 
wrought on their ſide, hoping by that 
means to have kept the Franciſcan Doctrine 
from having been ſpread by ſucli reports. 
But the Franciſcaus having now got all the 
other Popiſn Orders, and all the Univerſi- 
tics, and all the Princes, and almolt all the 
People too on their fide; the Dominicans 
are afraid to make uſe of that Weapon a- 
gainſt ſuch great numbers; and fo do com- 
plain of it as no lawtul weapon. 

So in the Concluſion of a Supplication 
made not many Yeats ago by the Domini- 
cans, it is ſaid, Nec abs ad Apochripliss Apo- 


ſtolorum aefinttiones, ad conſictæs Revelationes, 


ad ſomniaia Miraucula, ad Bulls adulteratas, 
recurrimes, We have no recourſe to Apocripha 
Avoſtolical definitions, nor to feigned Revela— 
tions, nor to areais-ef Miracles, nor to ſpu- 
rious Balls, Plainly intimating, That their 
Adverſaries, in this Controverſie, had 
made uſe of all thoſe vile Arts; as in trutlt 
they had, and do till; as much as 8 
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To give here a ſhort character of that 
Controverſie; that ſide which pretends fo 
many Miracles have been wrought for it, 
has a Cauſe the leaſt capable of being ho- 


ueſtly defended, of any that I ever knew 


in my whole Life; and which is therefore 
iupported by the ſtrength of Numbers, 
and by ſhameleſs Pretences to Miracles, to 
ſupply the want of other Evidences, And 
ſhould any be willing to know what it is 
that makes the Dominicans ſtund out thus 
againſt that prozs opinzon, as it is called, in 
contradiction to the whole Roman Church 


almolt? He may be truly told, "That it is 


neither for that DoCEtrines being New, nor 
for its being Falſe; bur the true reaſon of it 
is, That Doctrine was firſt deviſed by 
Scotus, who was a Frazciſcan Friar; and 
in contradiction to // Aquinas 5 the 
great Oracle and Idol of the Dominican Or- 
er. And as it was che honour of their Order 
that dich nt engage the Dontnretis in that 
Oppoticion, {i it 15 the ſane that (till holds 


them in ir, thougl rhey are come to be 


great fullerers by it, and which was not 


tore-luen before they were gone too lar in 


that Controverlie, to retreat With honour. 
For belides that they have lolt the hearts 
ol the People, Who in molt places are 
wondertully devoted to that new Doctrine; 

they 
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they have loſt alſo all the Divinity Chairs 
in the Univerſities, and are rendred by ir 
uncapable of raking Degrees in any of 
them, there being no Popiſh Univerſity 
at this time, which does not require a Subs 
ſcription to the truth of the Immaculate Cons 
ception, from all, on whom they confer 
Degrees. But to return. | 

In that Schiſm in the Papacy, which 
laſted Forty Years, though none of the 
Popes did pretend to prove their Title to 
the Clair of Rome by the working of Mi- 
racles; yet under their ſeveral Obediences, 
many Miracles were reported to have been 
wrought, for Teltimonies of their being all 
true Biſhops of Rome, though that was 
not poſſible» But fo little were thoſe Mi- 
racles believed or regarded, that none of 
thoſe Popes, when their Titles came to be 


all declared void by a Council, did think 


it Worth their while to mention any of 
thoſe Miracles, which were ſaid to have 
been wroupht in their favour. And in the 
late Wars betwixt the Spaztards and the Por- 
tung ueſes, abundance of Miracles were con— 
tidently reported by rhe latter to have been 
W . both in Eurote, and in the Indies, in 
confirmation of the Luke of Braganaa's Tis 
tle to their Crown, But the Spaniards 
knowing full well, how little Credit ſuch 
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reports do deſerve, did ſcorn to take any 
notice of them. And though the People of 
Portes a did, and to this day do believe all 


thoſe Miracles, yet the Court of Portugal 


never had the courage once to mention any 
of them at Rome, to perſuade the Popes to 


favour their King's Title; though tor Six 
and twenty Years together they had uſed 


all the other Arguments they could think 
of to have periWaded thei of it, And 
thus the Papilts do teach Proteſtants to de- 
ſpiſe the molt contident reports of Miracles 
being wrought among them; All reports 
of this kind, in diſputes among themſelves, 
though railed and fpread with never ſo 
— aſſurance, not being, by thoſe the 
ghr againſt, judg'd worthy of the leal 
notice, unleſs it be either to deteſt the 
falſhood of the Deviſors, or to pity or 
laugh ar the Credulity of all that believe 
them. 
The laſt Evidence 1 ſhall produce of tlie 
Miracles which are ſaid to be wrought in 
the Roman Church not delerving any re— 
yard, is, That molt ot them, and which 
are as well atteſted as the relt, are by ſome 
| e no- 
thing but bold Lies and Impoltures, de- 
viſed for one baſe end or another to deceive 
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So Lyranus, in the Fourteenth Chapter 
of Daniel, faith, Er fimiliter aliquando fit in 
Eecleſia maxima m_— uli Marul fictis 
4a Sacerdotibns, vel eit adherentibus, ow 
Lnerum temporale. Jo likewiſe in the Church, 
the People ave / pray very mach decebved by 
Miracles which are forged by the Prieſts, or by 

their Adherents for worldly Litere, 

And Wieelins in his Sermon on, Beliewe 
wot every Spirit, faith, His son poſſnm nou 
flews teſt art, Ethuteos hat tn re nobis olimm Failſe 
tant iure t, not gu ldi Miraenla, at eue an 
fea Orarnta, ſi ut ius reci imm, mud Luer! alt- 
quid promittamt, Here I cannot but teſtifie 
with Tears, that the Heatbens were antveathy 
more cantions in theſe matters, than we are, 


for at this time, we av 7% receive all Mi- 


racles, and ſo Oracles likewiſe, if they promiſe u 
any gain. 

And Schultingias in lis Bibliothecs Eccles 
fiaſtica, ſaith, Vetus c juſta eſt het omnium 
Doc forum hominum querela, weritati Eccleſtaſt ts 
ce, tam mulia admixta fuilſe mendacia, que 
magnopere, Fidem c Autoritatem jus Hiſtoria 
elevant, It has been the antient and juſt cam- 
plaint of all Learned Men, that ſo many Lies 
have been mixed with mp Truth, as 
do very much weaken the Faith and Authority 


of that Hiſtory” And __ thoſe Lies he 
reckons the Story of the 


zmperour Con- 
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fantine the Great Leprofie, Which tegetlie! 
With its wiraen/ons Cure, Was the ground 
that Kmperour's Donation of the City of 
Rowe to the Pope [tagd upon i And which 
furged Donation Was by the Popes made 
uſe of with good ſucceſs to eſtabliſh their 
Authority in 1:a/y; though it is now (lighted 
by them, becauſe they do not (tand in 
need of it, and becauſe its forgery is ſo 
ag 1 ; 
nd Carolus Guyetus, a Jeſuit, in his 
Third Book de Feſtts, ſaith, Referta ſunt A.- 
poeryphis non pauca in pleriſque Eccleſtis olim; 
meſcio annon etiam nune, in aliquibus uſitat a, 
Antiently, wot 4 few of the Offices in moſt 
Churches, were filled with Apocryphal Stories, 
that is of Miracles, ana which may, for any 
thing that I know, be uſed in ſome Churches 
fill, And in the Filth Chapter of the ſame 
Book he faith again, Now inſicior, multa in 
;pleriſque Sanitorum Legendis, quos votant, re- 
perire ludicra, abſurda, & quod amplius eſt, 4 
a vero prorſus aliena, gravibuſque imprimis 
parachroniſmis implicat a. I do not deny, but 
that there be many things, meaning Miracles, 
found in moſt 1 the Saints Legend, as the; 
call them, which are ludicrous amd abſura, ani 
which is more, are palpably falſe, being involved 
iu monſtron falſe Dates, 
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Melchior Cannes, the Learned Bifhep of 
the Canaries, in Nis Eleventh Book De Lots 
Fheatggieir, Wales the following heavy 
complaint of the Miracles which are fe- 
ported to he wrouglit in the Raman Church, 
Doleuter hos dico, potius quam contumelioss, 
multo a Laertiu ſeverias vitas Philoſophorum 


ſeriptas, quam a Chriilianis vitas Sand, 


longeque iucorrupt ius & tuterius Suetoni um 
res Ceſarum expoſuiſſe, quam expoſuerint Ca» 
tholiti, non res den Imperatorum, fu Martys 
rum, Vireinnm c Confeſſorum. Illi enim in 
probis, aut Phil, aut Principibus, nec 
vitia nee fuſpicinues vitiorum tacent, in 
improbis etiam colores virtutum pong No- 
ſtri autem plerique vel affectibus iuſerviunt, 
vel de induſtria quoque, ita multa cuuſingunt, 
ut eorum me nimirum, non ſolum pudeat, fed 
etiam teieat, In illo enim, Miracalorum mois 
ſlra ſepins guam vera Miraculs lic se; hunt au- 
ream ſc, Legendam homo ſcriplit, ferret oris, 
plumber coras, animi certe param [evers CY 
prudentis, I (ay this with ſorrow, rater than 
comtnumelionſiv, that the Lifes of the YH. 
here are mittens by Lacrtins wth more flridts 
weſs than the Lives of the Saints are by Chris 
ſttans; and the Hiftortes of the Golirs are ſet 
forth by Suetunius with me gt and 
Incorruption than the Hiſtoric: , I di wot ſay 
of Emperors, but of Marty's, IFirgins, and 
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Confeſſors, are publiſhed by Catholicks, For | 
in the Good, whether Philoſophers or Empe- 
rours, they do not conceal their Vices, nor the 
ſnſpicions of Vices: And in the Bad, they take 
notice even of the colours of Iertues ; where- 
as moſt of ears ſrrving their affeftions do feign ſo 
many wings, that I am not only aſhamed of them, 
but a fick with them, And ſpeaking of the 
Golden Legend, he faith, In it monſters of 
Miracles ave read for the moſt part rather than 
true Miracles, And as to the Author on that 
Miraculous Hiſtory, he faith, He was Man 
of an Iron Month, and of « Leaden Heart, and 
of 4 Mind of wery little Strichueſs or Pros 
dence, 

Now till the Rowan Church can ſhew 
us, That ſome of the Miracles which are 
{1id to be Wrought in her, are better at- 
teſted than the bulk of them is, by the 
Conleflion of fo many of her own Learned 
Members; ſhe has no reaton to be angry 
with Proteſtants for believing them to be 
all alike; that is, bold Lies and Impoltures 
impoſod = the credulity of Ignorant 
and Superſtitious People, 


Now, is it not well for the Romasn 
Church, as I have elſewhere obſerved, 
that ſhe has great Wealth, Authority, and 
Splendor, to beget and maintain a Reve» 
ronce for her: Since Were it not for thoſe 
|  dazling 
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dazling Advantages, her ſhameleſs Falſhood 


in deviſing Miracles, and her People's 
Scandalous Credulity in believing them, 


together with her Images, and Proceſſions; 
and her Treaſures of Relicks and Indulgen- 
ces, and her monſtrous Legends ; would 
certainly with all thinking Men, make her 
the moſt deſpicable, and ridiculous Sect of 
Religion in the whole World. And as the 
Roman Churclt's beauty is all without, ſo 
let her Members be but in Countries where 
their Eyes are not dazled with it, or where 
they are not ted continually by Friers, 
With freſh Stories of Miracles being 
wrought by one Image, or Saint, or ano» 
ther, and of the great Vertue of ſome Re» 
licks, or of ſome other Superſtitious Uten« 
lils, in a ſhort time their Religion is lolt, 
and they do with much Eaſe go over to that 
of the Country where they are: And tho! 
to prevent ſuch Apoltacies, the Rowan 
Church has an Order of Friers, whoſe bu» 
ſineſs it is to ranſom all her Members, who 
are Captives among Intidels ; and which 
Captives, tho? very ſeldom with any of thy 
Pope's Money, are commonly ranlom'd 
by them once in Three or Four Years; 
there are nevertheleſs in Barbary, and in 
Turkey more Renegado's of the ali. 
an, Spaniſh, and Portagneſe Nations, _ 
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of all other Weſtern Chriſtian Countries 
beſides; notwithſtanding more Exgliſb and 
Dutch are taken by thoſe Infidels, and are 


kept longer by them in Slavery, than any 
Popiſh Captives does expect, or needs to be 


| detain'd, But tho' theſe Friers, who are 


the Trinitarians, do go as Merchants into 
Barbary with Money to ranſom the Cap- 
tives of their ſeveral Nations, they are the 
only Friers that go thither, and who when 
they are there, do not ſay one Word to the 
Renegadoes, nor to no other Mahometans 
about the changing of their Religion; and 
indeed, conſidering how near Barbary is to 
Spain, and that on the Sea Coaſt moſt of 
its Inhabitants do underſtand, and ſpeak 
Spaniſh well, none of the Roman Miſſiona- 
ries ever offering to look into that neigh- 


bouring Region of Infidels, does not a lit- 


tle diſcredit their boaſting, That, of af 
Provinces none are ſo earneſtly ſought after by 
the Miſſionaries as thoſe are, where they know 
their Lives will be expoſed to the moſt Danger. 
For it is well known, that Miſſionaries can 
go no where, where they will bc fo certain 
of meeting with that Reward for their La- 
bours, which, they ſay, they deſire fo 
much; as in Barbary, which is at tlicir 
Doors. 
And 1s it not the ſame with Proteſtant 
| Countrics, 
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Countries, for tho' England, Ireland, and 
Holland, are full of Romiſh Prieſts and Fri- 
ers, becauſe in all of them there are many 
rich People of their Religion, to harbour 
and entertain them. Sweeden, and Den- 
mark, in which it is known they will not 
meet with thoſe Conveniencies, do ſeldom 


or never ſee any. And in the Indies, the 


— Scene of their boaſtings, they do ſel- 
om go any farther, than the Portugueſe or 
Spaniſh Arms, or Intereſt, do reach to co- 
ver them: Or if any of them do go farther, 
they go as Mathematicians, rather than 
Miſſionaries, and by complying with the 
Religious Rites of the Natives, do ſeem 
rather to have turned Heathens themſelves, 
than to have done any thing towards the 
converting of the Iudiaus to Chriſtianity. 
It is true, whilſt they were protected by 
ſome Princes in Japan, they had made a great 
Progreſs in that Empire; but when all 
Chriſtians came to be baniſh'd out of it up- 
on Pain of Death, as few of the Roman 
Miſſionaries did remain there, ſo few or 


7 


none of them have ever looked into it ſince. 


And it appears from the Japan Martyrology, 
printed at Rome, that the much greater 
part of the Chriſtians, which are ſaid to 
to have ſuffered Death there, ware anees 
Converts; molt of the European Miſſiona- 
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ries having either got away, or hid them- 
ſelves; ſo that of the Portugeſe Nation, to 
whom that Miſſion belonged, and who 
by their having been diſcovered at work 
to put the Sea-ports of that Empire into 
the hands of their Country-men, had raiſed 
that Perſecution ; not above Three or Four 
are ſaid to have ſuffered death for their 
Religion by the hands of publick Juſtice. 
The reſt of the Europeans that ſuffered, ha- 
ving been Italians and Spaniards, and who 
though they were more in number than 
the Portugueſes who ſuffered death, yet 
were not many; though we ſhould be fo 
civil to them in Europe, as to believe all 
their _— concerning that Perſecution, 
For as I have elſewhere abſerved, when 
any Spaniſh, French, or Italian Miſſionaries 
have gone into the Eaſt-Indies, for the 
Crowns of Spain and Portugal will not ſuf- 
fer any of them to go into the Weſt, tho? 
there is work enough there for all that can 
go; the Portugneſe Prelates to whom the 
conduct of the Eaſt-India Miſſions was com- 
mitted, were ſo civil to thoſe Strangers, 
as contrary to the cuſtom in War, to give 
them always the Poſts of Honour, con- 
tenting themſelves with the Miſſions which 
did promiſe the moſt profit, and did ap- 
pear to have the leaſt danger. 


But 
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But as the great and general end for which 
the Roman Church allows and authorizes the 
reports of ſo many Miracles being wrought 
in her, is by them to keep her People un- 
der an abſolute bondage of Thought in all 
Matters of Religion: So the Authors of 
ſuch Reports have likewiſe their own pri. 
vate ends in them, having in their eye ei- 
ther their Own, or their Orders, or their 
Countries Profit or Honour, And this is fo 
viſible to all that live among them, and 
obſerve how ſuch Matters are managed, 
_ there is no room left for ro doubt 
OI it. | | 
For as in moſt Rich and Populous Po- 
iſh Cities and Towns, there is but one 

mage of our Lady, at a time, that has the 
great vogue of working Miracles; and by 
which Fame the Convent that has it, is in 
a ſhort time ſtrangely enriched; ſo the 
Inquiſitors, with the Ordinary in name, 
having now got the giving and eſtabliſhing 
of that miraculous Fame into their Gitt, 
they do commonly ſettle it in the place 
which can make the beſt Friends to 
them. And as moſt Convents, and eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are Poor, do labour hard 
after it, ſo to qualihe themſelves to receive 
it, if the Inquiſiters ſhould be pleaſed to 
beſtow it upon them, they have all Mira- 
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cles, which have been wrought by tlieir 
ſeveral Images laid up in ſtore againſt that 
happy hour; and which if there ſhould be 
that occaſion for it, will have as many 
vouchers for their truth, as there are 
Monks or Friers in the Convent, and Peo- 
ple much devoted to that Image. And of 
the Convents having this profitable Fame, 
as it were entailed upon them, to the ex- 
cluſion of all the Images in Pariſh Churches, 
J have heard more than one Pariſh Prieſt 
complain, exaggerating it as a great wrong 
done to the Seculars, who they ſaid are 
of St. Peter's Order, by the Regulars, who 
had leſſer Saints for their Founders: 

Having gone one day with the Envoy of 
England, to ſee the Church of St. Loio near 
Lisbon, the Rector ſhewed us a Tomb- 
Stone, under which he ſaid there laid a 
great Saint of that Houſe, who ſince his 
death had wrought many Miracles. And 
being asked by the Envoy, Whether he had 
been Canozized; he ſaid, He had not; but 
thut their Order had long endeavoured to have 
had it done; aud that it had coſt the Convent ſo 
much Money, that they were not able to go on with 
the new Builarngs which they had begun. And 
the Envoy leeming to wonder at that, the 
Prior ſaid very honettly, Were he but once 
Canonized, we ſhould be reimburſed with Inte- 
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The pretended Revelations made to 
ſome weak, or diſtempered Women; for to 
that Sex the new Revelations in the Roman 
Church are ſaid commonly to be given; 
are likewiſe an Engine that Church makes 
= uſe of to bring her Peoples Minds un- 

er an abſolute bondage to her. Such 
were the Revelations of Bridget, Catherine 
of Sienna, Tereſa, but above all, of Maria 
de Jeſus, who lived in this Age. Which 
Revelations, though they do all labour un- 
der the ſame Evidences of their being Im- 
poſtures, with that Church's Miracles, yet 
being univerſally believed by the People, 
they have the ſame effects on their Minds, 
as if they were true; and are entertain- 
ed by them as undeniable proofs of the 
Doctrines taught or profeſſed by the Per- 
ſons who had thoſe Revelations. Neither 
is this the only Advantage, though it 
is a great one, that the Rowan Church 
receives from her now and thea giving 
countenance to ſuch pretended new Re- 
velations: For by this ſingle Art, ſhe 
has, among Ignoraut and Enthuſiaſtical 
People, acquired the unjuſt Reputation 
of encouraging a ſublime, inward, ſpiritual 
Worſhip; and of having in her Commu- 
nion, the means by which fuch a Worſhip 
may be arrived ar. The Women who were 
re- 
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reported to have had thoſe new Revela- 
tions, being repreſented to the World as 
Perſons of a Seraphical Devotion, and which 
is highly extolled in the Books which are 
written and publiſhed under thoſe Wo— 
mens Names. So you ſhall ſcarce meet 
with an Enthuſiaſt in any Sect of Religi- 
on, that have read any of thoſe Books, 
who is not brought by them to have a 
more favourable opinion of the Roman 
Church, than they would otherwiſe have 
had ; Either not knowing, or not conſi- 
dering, that though the Rowan Church 
does tor this end now and then ſuffer my- 
ſtical Divinity, and the magnifying of an 
Internal and Spiritual way of worſhip in 
Perſons ſhut up in a Cloiſter, under the 
managery of a cunning Confeſſor; yet 
that there is not any thing that Church ſets 
her ſelf ſo much to hinder, as the prevailing 
of that way of Worſhip; being ſenlible, 
that the dead bodily performances in Wor- 
ſhip, out of which the main of her Profits 
do ariſe, would be all ſlighted and laid a- 
fide, if an inward Spiritual Worſhip did 
once obtain among her People, as the molt 
acceptable to God. And of this the ſevere 
Treatment the Haminado's met with in 
Spain in the laſt Age; and the QAuietiſt, 
namely, Father Michael Molina, and the 
. Biſhop 
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Biſhop of Cambray met with in this from 
the Pope and his Inquiſitors, is an unde- 
niable proof, | 

Now how ſuch New Revelations, and 
the Perſons who were ſaid to have had 
them, and the Books which are publiſhed 
under their Names, and are managed by 
the Pope und his Agents thus to their dou- 
ble Advantage, will I think, manifeſtl 
appear, from a late famous Sample I will 
give of them all, in an Appendix to this 
Treatiſe, 

Here it will not, I believe, be unplea- 
fant to obſerve, How much diſtractec the 
Popes are, betwixt the reproach they find 
lying on them by reaſon. of Miraculous 
— and their Intereſt to allow and 
ſupport them. Urban the VIIIth endea- 
voured to have ſplit this hair, by having 
in the Year 1625, in the Congregation of 
the Roman Univerſal Inquiſition , prohis 
bited the Printing of Books containing the 
Acts, Miracles, or Revelations of any that 
had been eminent for Sanctity, or that had 
the Fame of having been Martyrs, with 
out the Recognition and Approbation of 
the Ordinary: Declaring, That Books pub- 
liſhed without that, ſhould not be reckon- 
ed to be approved 1 And which Decree 

wey 
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was in the Year 1633, ſo explained by 
the ſame Pope, as to prohibit the Elogies 
of Saints, or of any that are Beatified, 
which do fall abſolutely on their Perſons , 
to be publiſhed, without a Proteſtation of 
the Author's, printed in the beginning 
of the Book, declaring thoſe Elogies not 
to have any Authority from the Roman 
Church, but to have their Authority only 
from their Authors. And where it is ſaid, 
That this Prohibition ſhall not extend to 
Miraculous Elogies, ſo far as they relate 
to Manners, or to Opinions. 

Now as this Decree plainly ſhews the 
Popes not to be very eaſy under the ſcandal 
of miraculous Reports, and that they would, 
if it were poſſible ſhake and ward it of; 
ſo it ſhews likewiſe, that that is not to be 
done, but by a courſe which the Popes will 
never take, which is to Prohibit all ſuch 
Reports, For as this Decree leaves the 
Legends of the Roman Church where they 
were before, they having been all printed 
with the Recoguition and Licenſe of Ordi- 
naries; and as all the Books were, in 
which the Miracles are recorded, which I 
have here quoted; fo it has left two wide 
doors open for all ſuch miraculous Reports; 
to wit, that of Mauners, and that of Opi- 

nions. 
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ions: Neither are thoſe which do fall on- 
ly on Mens Perſons, forbid to be raiſed or 
talked of as they were before, no nor to 
be printed neither, provided they have the 
above-mentioned Proteſtation before them, 
and which Proteſtation ſignifies nothing 
with Legendary Readers, by whom all 
relations of Miracles and Viſions are ſwal- 
lowed down greedily, upon the bare Au- 
thority, which their being printed gives 
them; beſides, the Ordinaries, or their 
Deputies do ſeldom or never deny their 
Licenſes, when they are deſired, to any 

{uch Stories ; reckoning, that whether the 
be true or falſe, being believed, they wil 
ſtrengthen the Faith, and increaſe the De- 
votion of their Flocks. Lying tor G0 D, 
who neither wants it, nor delires it, ha- 
ving never been any way reckoned ſo me- 

ritorious as it is in the Church of Rome. 
Now next alter Intereſt, it is to the be- 
lief of this Practice's being lawtul, that 
the Church of Rome docs owe her immenſe 
treaſure of monſtrous lying Signs and 
Wonders; and which, rhough they are 
known to be Lies, not only by their first 
Deviſors, but by all fince that have im- 
partially conlidered them, are notwith- 
ſtanding, upon this foot, ſupported by falle 
K 2 Realons, 
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Reaſons, and Inquiſition Arguments as Pi- 
ous Frauds, that do produce good Effects. 
So all that know the Evidences that are 
of the Story of the Itinerant Chapel of Lo- 
retto being falſe, and yet don't tor all that 
believe this to be its caſe, mult if they 
don't diſſemble, have got the convenient 


faculty of believing, or not believing what 


they have a mind to: Or if ſuch a Faculty 
be not poſſible, as I don't think it is, they 
muſt then needs reckon, that their not 
ſuffering themſelves actually to disbelieve 
any thing, is to disbelieve it. And fo that 
which they call belief in ſuch caſes, is pure- 
ly that act of their Will, whereby their Un- 
derſtandings, ſince they cannot believe as 
they would have them, is powerfully with- 

with-held, from acting at all. 
And that the Popes having put this mat- 
ter under this regulation, has given no 
great check to the itch of reporting and 
printing ſuch Miracles; appears manifeſtly 
from the Lives of Santa Roſa, and of di- 
vers other Saints, which have ben printed 
ſince the making ot this Decree. And which 
newLives are as full of reports, of abſurd and 
ridiculous Miracles, as the Golden Legend 
it ſelf is. Neither indeed, conſidering how 
ſuch Reports are many times ſupported 
with 
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with great heat and violence hy whole Or- 
ders of Monks or Friars, and ſometimes 
by Princes, or great Cities, for one Secular 
end or another, is it poſſible for the Popes 
without abſolutely condemning all ſuch 
Reports, and which none of them will ever 
do, to bring the printing of them under 
ſuch a Government, as they for their ho» 

nour, would gladly have them under. 
However, the Popes finding that they 
cannot have the advantages of Reports of 
Miracles, without having the Scandal of 
them too; rather than have neither, they 
will have both; and ſo having done ſome- 
thing, that with unthinking People, will 
look like a reſtraint, ſuch Reports go on 
with as full a gale as ever. And fo they 
will in ſpite of all prohibitions, where- 
ever Image Worſhip is, and which 1s 
therefore called in the Scriptures a Lye; 
for having ſuch Lies as theſe are in all 
places, Popiſh as well as Pagan, for its ſup- 
porters. And for this reaſon Pope Urban 
out of his great kindneſs for Images, did 
take care by this Decree not ro lay any 
reſtraint on the Miracles which are daily 
reported to be wrought by them ; being 
ſenſible that Image Worſhip, in the Popiſb, 
as well as in the Heathen World, owes its 
K 3 riſe 
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riſe, and continuance chiefly toſuch Keports, 
For had Men never been ſo far deluded as 
to believe ſome Images to have a power in 
them, however they came by it, ſuperiour to 
human power; they would never have ſtoop- 
ed ſo low as to have worſhipped them. 

So Czras adored and worſhipped his I- 
dol Bell every day, whilſt he believed that 
Image did every day Eat Twelve great 
Meaſures of Fine Flower, and Forty Sheep, 
and did every day Drink Six Veſſels of 
Wine. Bur when that King came to un— 
deritand the report of his IdoPs eating and 
drinking, to be a Cheat: He left it, as an 
urnroftab'e piece of Wood, to its enemy 
Dai! to dultroy ; and they who had Eat 
and Drank ſs long for it, were all {lain for 
their Impoſture. And fo though it may 
not perhaps be unlawtul to have Images in 
the place of Prayer, as Books or Memortals 
only; it is certainly very dangerous. A re- 
verence for Images on the account of the 
Perſons whom they repreſent, being apt 
to ſlide inſenſibly into a diſpoſition to adore 
them; and by which diſpoſition, ſtories of 
their extraordinary works will eaſily be be- 
lieved. And for this reafon in the Scri- 
ptures, « Molten Image, is called a Teacher of 
Lies, deviſed, of a great indwelling power 
in it, by its Demetrius's to encourage its 
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Worſhip; and of which Men would other. 
wiſe be aſhamed, as of a thing infinitely 
below the dignity of their nature. 

By theſe means it 1s that the unlearned 
in the Roman Church are held under that 


abſolute bondage of Thought in all Mat- 


ters of Religion, which keeps them from 
ever coming to the knowledge of her Anti- 
Chriſtianiſm. 

And as to the learned Men of that 
Church, whoſe Learning lies in the Scrip- 
tures, and in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquities, if 
that Antichriſtianiſm be not viſible to 
them; I know not to what to impute that, 
unleſs it be either to their Minds, being 
blinded by ſtrong Carnal Prejudices; or 
to their being viſited with a Judicial Spiri- 
tual Blindeſs, becauſe they receive not the 
Love of the Truth, that they might be ſa- 
ved; having {hut their Eyes againit it, that 
they might not tec it. 

But if ſuch learned Men do by their Stu- 
dies come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
as we have Reaſon to believe moit of them 
do; and yet do, notwithſtandiug that, 
continue {till in the Communion of the 
Roman Church; ſince Charity will not al- 
low us to impute that, to their being of no 
Religion, and that they do therefore itick 

K 4 cloſe 
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cloſe to the Profeſſion of Popery, from 
which they do hope to reap the greateſt 
Earthly Advantages, tho? that is known to 
have been the Caſe of ſome of their Popes, 
and the Court of Rome has long been 
ſuſpected of having the Spots of rhe Plague 
of Irreligion upon it; ſome other Cauſe 
muſt be found for that Behaviour; neither 
are we at a loſs to find one in Fact: Which 

is, that thoſe learned Men, tho? they are ſen- 
ſible of the Errors and Corruptions which 
are in the Roman Church, and do wiſh 
heartily that they were all reformed, yet 
knowing at the ſame Time, that Church's 
great Power, and how inflexibly obſtinate 
ſhe is made by her Pretence to Infallibility, 
they are afraid that cannot be done, with- 
out bringing the affairs of Religion, and 
of the World into great Diſorders, For 
Fear of which they endeavour to Work 
their Minds into a Belief that thoſe Errors 
and Corruptions, tho? they are great, yet 
may not be of ſo damnable a Nature, but 
that they may be ſaved in the Communion 
of a Church they are in; and- in which 
they continue only as in a leſſer Evil, fear- 
ing leaſt a Remedy, if it were applied to 
them, might by reaſon of that Church's 
great Averlion to it, prove worſe than the 


Diſeaſe. And 
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And as the learned Father Paul is known 
to have been kept in this manner in the 
Communion of the Roman Church, fo 1 
have been told by a very learned Man, and 
who knew France well, that this is actually 
the Caſe of moſt of the Eccleſiaſtical Anti- 
quaries in that Nation. - Neither indeed can 
any read the Writings of moſt of thoſe 
learned Men, without obſerving their 
Pulſe to beat ſtrong that way. 

But as thoſe Fears, conlidering the 
Greatneſs of the Popiſh Errors and Corrup- . 
tions, can by no means juſtifie thoſe lear- 
ned Men not coming out of her; fo it is 
too probable, that were it not for the Con- 
veniencies which they do enjoy, or do 
hope for, in that Corrupted, but Rich 
Church, thoſe .Fears alone would not be 
ſtrong enough to hold them long in her 
Communion; ſeeing they might, withour 
raiſing Diſturbances either in Church or 
State, retire to Proteſtant Countries, where 
they might ſerve God according to their 
Conſciences. The Caſe of ſuch learned 
Men in the Roman Church, being now no- 
thing ſo hard as it was beſore the Reforma- 
tion: And that their Cafe might be yet 
eaſier, it were to be wiſhed, that they had 
the Encouragement, of being ſure to mow 

wich 
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with a kind and Civil Reception, in all 
Proteſtant Countries; and of being conſi- 
dered in them according ro their Worth, 
without any Abatement, on the Account 
of their being Foreigners, or of their ha- 
ving been once Papiſts. For as none ought 
ro be tempted only by worldly views to 
turn Proteſtants, and of which — 
the Roman Churches great Wealth, an 
znmberleſs high Preferments, there can be 
no very great Danger; ſo none ought to be 
diſcouraged from doing it, by having no 
Reaſon to Hope, that if they did turn, 
they ſhould be regarded among us accor- 
ding to their Learning, and other Merits. 
And tho? the Arch-Biſhop of Spalato might 
not perhaps be fo honeſt, as he was learn- 
ed; yet if any by envying him his Prefer- 
ments in our Church, did make him un- 
ealy in her, I hope they repented of it, 
if they lived to fee the ill Conſequences of 
that unhappy Prelate's having returned 
to Rome, where his Heart was quickly diſ- 
covered, by the ſharp ſighted, and merci- 
leſs Inquiſitors, not to be with them, but 
to be ſtill in our Church. And were 
likewiſe ſenſible how great a Diſcourage- 
ment that was to others of Learning, or 
of any figure to come over to us. It 
were therefore to be wiſhed, that all ſuch 
learned 
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learned Men, had among us, at leaſt a 
Place to retreat to, where they would be 
ſure of a comfortable Subliſtance ; and not 
to be left for that to the wide World. 
And were there a conſiderable fund to be 
apply'd to the uſe of Converting Papilts, 
and for the Subſiſtance of Converts from 
Popery, until they were otherwiſe pro- 
vided for; as there is now, praiſed be 
God for it, for the uſe of Converting Inti- 
dels; I doubt nor but our Church would, 
in a ſhort time, find the good effects of 
that Charity. And great pity it was that, 
the deſign of this kind, relating to the 
Greek Church, which I have been told was 
ſet on foot by the Apoltolical and Noble 
Biſhop of London, whoſe Palace has always 
been the Ahlum of all Converts, did not 
meet with due encouragement. 

For whatever any may think, or preſume 
upon their having the T1uth on their fide; 
ſo long as Proteſtants ſtand only on the 
defenſive, againſt a zealous, poweriul, 
and indefatigable Enemy, with a wealthy 
and politick Congregation eitabiiihed for 
the Propagation of Popery, they mult 
needs, without a miracle, be (till loling 
ground. Neither is it caſy to reconcile a 
due zeal for our Church, with a no con- 
cern for the Propagating of her Doctrines ; 
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which being, the ſame with thoſe of the 
Apoſtles, have been all confirmed by the 
Apoſtolical Miracles, and fo do ſtand in no 
need of any pretences of new Miracles being 
wrought to further their Propagation; no 
nor of nothing elſe, but only of the zea- 
lous endeavours of the Princes and Nati- 
ons by which they are Profeſſed ; amon 
which, it it were but an univerſal an 
ſtanding Law, to allow Papiſts all the 
ſame, but no more Liberties, than are al- 
lowed to Proteſtants in Popiſh Countries; 
by that means they would either procure 
more Liberty for Proteſtants abroad, or 
they would receive leſs hurt from Papiſts 
at home. And than this, can any Rule be 
more juſt and equal? Only in one thing 
God forbid that Proteſtants ſhould ever 
uſe Lex Talionis With Papiſts, which is to 
ſet up Inquiſitions, unleſs the Papiſts will 
pull theirs down. 

But above all, it were to be wiſhed, 
That the glory of being the Head and Pro- 
tector of the Mhole Proteſtant Religion, and 
which Headſbip de volves it ſelf naturally 
on the Crown of England, were by all the 
Princes that wear that Crown, looked on 
as its Richeſt and Brightelt Jewel, It was 
reckoned to be fo by the happy Queen 

| Elizabeth, 
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Elizabeth, and it is the ſame now with our 
preſent moſt Gracious, and happy Sove- 
reign; and on both whoſe Reigns, it has 
drawn from Heaven ſo many extraordina- 
ry and diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings, as are ſuf- 
cient to recommend it ſo powerfully to 
all their Proteſtant Succeſſors, as to oblige 
them to be SEMPER EADEM, or 
Idem to it; to the great Glory of God, to 
the Advancement of His Holy Religion, 
and to the Immortal honour of the Crown 
of England, which without this great Jew- 
el, can never be fo Illuſtrious, nor make 
that great Figure in the World, that it 
does when it is adorned with it. And es 
it will always ſecure to our Princes the 
hearts of their People, ſo it will make Exg- 
land the Praiſe of all Proteſtant, and a Ter- 
ror to all Popiſh Governments; which 
have ſo long, and in fo _ parts, con- 
trary to their Laws and Oaths, and the 
Faith of publick Treaties, trampled on the 
Reformation, without being controuled. 
And were Proteſtants, with their Divine 
and Reaſonable Service, and with ſuch a 
Head on Earth, all of one Mind in ak 
Things, or it that cannot be, yet were all 
ſo United in Heart and Affection, as to 
forbear one another in Love; and were 
| likewile 
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likewiſe all duly zcalous for the Propagati- 
on of their Religion, Popery would no 
more be able to ſtand before the Proteſtant 
Worſhip, than Dagon was to ſtand before 
the Ark of the Living God: Idolatry being 
a Worlhip of too abſurd and vile a Nature, 
to have any thing of a vital Strength in it 
ſelf; and being entirely upheld b Igno- 
rance, Lies, and Force, mult, if hoſt its 
Props were once removed, neceſſarily tum- 
ble down ; And which Props, Proteſtants, 
it they were thus Headed, United, and 
Diſpoſed, would hnd it no hard work to 
remove, And as thereby the Chriſtian 
Worſhip would be brought to look every 
where like it felt again, ſo were that once 
done, it would go tar towards the recon- 
ciling of the Jews and Mahometans to it; 
in whoſe way to Chriſt, the Adoration ot 
Images has long been an inſuperable ſtum- 
bling Block; and to the latter, and greateſt 
of which wo Sets, the introduction of 
Imapes into the Chriſtian Church, anch the 
Lies by which they were introduced, and 
came to be Adored, did vilibly give riſe, 
and has ever ſince kept it in counte— 
HUNCE 

Not that 1 will deny, That the com- 
mon herd of Pagans, were With the more 
on ſo 
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eaſe brought to be Chriſtians, ſuch as they 
were, by the Chriltians having drawn 
them over to them inſenſibly, * taking 
up ſeveral of their Uſages in Worſhip; 
namely, the Two of Adoring Images, 
and Praying to more than one Being, 
But notwithſtanding that, conſidering how 
contrary thoſe 'Two Heatheniſh Uſages 
are, to the L'irſt Principles of that Worſhip 
which God did: Reveal to the World in 
the Holy Scriptures As that Oeconomy 
can by no means be juſtified, fo it was cer- 
tainly with all thinking People, a very 
great diſadvantage to the Chriſtian Wor- 
1 by whom nothing in the Revealed 
Religion was ſo much admired, as its 
teaching that there is but One God, and 
That God only is to be Worſhipped, and 
that in Spirit and in "Truth, and not with 
People's Bodies only, and in Images; which 
have Lies always tor their inſeparable com- 
nes And ſince for that reaſon, an 
dol in the Scripture is called a Lye, it is 

not improbable, that our Lord's meaning 
when he commanded his Follow ers to Wor- 
(hip God in Uruth, might be, "That they 
mult not Worſhip God by Images; Whole 
Worſhip Where-cver it is, Was telt intro» 
duced, and is (Hill lupported by * YM 
then 
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their having wrought Miracles; and which 
Lies being believed by their Worſhippers, 
do inſpire them with a moſt furious zeal 
againſt all that ſhall dare to deſpiſe their 

iracle-working Idols. So Micah when 
he was robbed of his Images, Wos tran- 
ſported fo, that he ſeemed to be robbed of 
his Wits too. And the People of ge | 
if Saint Pa had ſet their City on Fire, 
could not have been in a greater Rape 
apainſt him, than that was they were 
thrown into, by Demetrins's telling them, 
That Apoltle had ſpoke againſt their I- 
mage of the Goddeſs Diana; which I- 
mage did owe its bith, and ity being 
univerſally worſhipped, to the Legendary 
Lye, of its having come, ready made, 
down from Heaven, 

And fo according to the words of the 
Prophet /i af, ſpeaking of Image Wor- 
** They feed of Aſhes, a deceived heart 
hath turned them aſide, that they cannot de- 
liver their Souls; nor ſay, Is there not a Lye 
o our right hand, Their hearts being ſo 
wretchedly deceived by the belief of the 
Miracles which are ſaid to have been 
wrought by their Right-hand, or dear- 
eſt Idol, as to turn alide, and muzzle 
their underſtanding fo, that no Argu- 

ments 
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ments that would deliver their Souls out 
of the vile bondage of Thought they 
are in, are able to reach them, ſo as ct 
bring them to ſay, What a low and 
contemptible thing is this, which is by 
Lies put into my Righit- hand to Wor« 


ſhip. 

For which reaſon the ſame Prophet did 
call upon all that 2 Images, To 
remember, that they are Men; plainly in- 
timating, as if that alone would be ſuf- 
\ Kcient to cure them of all inclinations to 
Idolatry, making them aſhamed of a 
thing, which is ſo much below the dignity 
of their Nature. | 

In fine, If God were pleaſed to be 
working Miracles continua ly, why he 
ſhould not work them by Men or Wo- 
men, rather than by Images? and by the 
Living rather than by the Dead? and in 
Publick, rather than in dark Corners t 
Are queſtions not eaſily to be anſwered 
by the Champions of Image Worſhip; as 
it is not caly for them to ſhew, That 
there can pollibly be a Higher Worſhip gt: 
ven to any thing, Wor fipping it as an 


Image, than a Neluive Latria. Or that 
there ever any where elſe, half ſo many 
Reports of Miracles having been m—_— 
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by Images, as there are in the Roman 


Church; or that any People were ever 
brought under a more perfect bondage of 


Thought, ia all matters relating to Reli- 


gion by ſuch Reports, than that Church's 
Sheep are: And by which bondage of 
'Fhought, notwithſtanding her manifold 
and manifeſt Errors and Corruptions, ſhe 
keeps them 1n her Fold. 


% bud of the Second . 


